
Parish Priest: 
Fr Thinh Nguyen 

Presbytery: 9808 0650 
Thinh.Nguyen@cam.org.au 
 

 

 

Parish Secretary 

Office: 9808 1006 

Dominique Hockey 
Amelia Younane 
 
 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday 9am—3pm 
 

 
 

Baptisms & Weddings 
Please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

St Scholastica’s Primary 

School 
Principal:  Jenny Rohan 
9808 7279 
principal@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

 

Child Safety Team 

Fr Thinh Nguyen, Jenny Rohan, 

Katherine Presley, Kathy Menzies 
03 9808 1006 

stschpar@bigpond.net.au  
 
 

Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd 
Kathy Menzies 
dkmenzies@optusnet.com.au 
 

 
 

348 Burwood Highway,   

Bennettswood  VIC  3125 
ABN 95 499 516 268 
 

 

Phone: 9808 1006   

Email: stschpar@bigpond.net.au  

Website: 
www.stscholasticaparish.com.au 

6th Sunday of Easter - Year C 
21st & 22nd May 2022 

Temporary Changes to Weekly Masses 
As there will be supply priests assisting us over the next few weeks we have to 
make a few minor changes to the weekly mass schedule. Please be aware that: 

− There will be no Saturday 9am Mass 
− Join us for Novena & prayers on Wednesdays at 10.15 am 

We hope that these changes will only be until the end of the month however we 
will keep you informed of any updates.    
 
Inspiring Story 
“The most unpromising boy in my class” A schoolmaster in France was 
discouraged with one of his students. He wrote in his roll book concerning this 
student: “He is the smallest, the meekest, the most unpromising boy in my class.” 
Half a century later, an election was held in France to select the greatest 
Frenchman. By popular vote, that meekest, smallest, most unpromising boy was 
chosen. His name? Louis Pasteur, the founder of modern medicine. When he 
was seventy-three, a national holiday was declared in his honor. He was too 
weak to attend the ceremony in Paris, so he sent a message to be read by his 
son. The message read: “The future belongs not to the conquerors but to the 
saviors of the world” [Edward Chinn, Wonder of Words (Lima, Ohio: C.S.S. 
Publishing Co., Inc., 1987), p. 18.] — Louis Pasteur was driven by a great 
purpose. Your name and my name may never be household words as is 
Pasteur’s, but we, too, can be driven by a great purpose. Christ can give us that 
purpose. But there is one thing more Christ gives us. He gives us the presence of 
the Holy Spirit as promised in today’s Gospel. A healthy sense of identity and a 
driving purpose are not enough in themselves. One thing more is needed. It is 
the in-dwelling Spirit of the living God. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quote of the week 
“A single act of pure love pleases me more than a thousand imperfect 
prayers.” Jesus (According to St. Faustina)  

From today’s Acts reading:  
 

The angel took me in spirit to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem 
coming down out of heaven from God. 

Reflection: 
Revelation keeps our feet firmly rooted in our present struggles to live the 
Christian life; but it also focuses our eyes on what is to come. The world’s 
indomitable powers, despite present appearances, will be overcome. In the 
meanwhile, John is inviting us to turn away from the false values and 
powers of the world and focus on the vision of the new Holy City where we 
will dwell with God and one another. 

So we ask ourselves: 

• How does our hope in a permanent future with God affect our lives 
now? 
• What signs do I see that strengthen my hope in the power of good 
over evil? 



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2022 
 

Monday 23 May 2022 
07.30pm Vinnies Meeting 
 
Tuesday 24 May 2022 
09.00am Mass and Adoration/Rosary 
10.30am Funeral Mass - Guido Scipione 
07.30pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 
 
Wednesday 25 May 2022 
10.15am Novena & Prayers 
11.00am Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary  
07.00pm Alpha Youth - GA 
 
Thursday 26 May 2022 
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary 
 
Friday 27 May 2022 
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary 
 
Saturday 28 May 2022 
09.00am NO Mass/Confession  
05.30pm Mass 
 
Sunday 29 May 2022 
09.00am Mass - Morning Tea after Mass - GA 
10.00am 1st Eucharist Program - Lesson 4 
11.00am Mass 
05.30pm Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
Sick 
Pat Nitz, Peter Smyth, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby, Patricia 
Simpson, Frances Murray, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, John 
Anderson, Bernice Collins, Raymond Anderson, Rae Barrett, 
Lynn Fleming, Will Coghlan, Geoffrey Jones, Nancye Simpson,  
Sarah Narajowski, Barbara Walters 
 

Anniversary 
Kathleen Johnson, Kathleen Torpy, Edwin Corfield 
 

Recently Deceased 
Eileen McCarty 

Safeguarding Check 
Don’t forgot if you volunteer in the Parish the office must have a 
copy of your: 
- Working with Children Check 
- Signed Code of Conduct 
- Vaccination Status  
Please contact the Parish Office for further information or for us 
to assist you with this process.  
 

Help Required - Special Ministers 
We are looking for volunteers to help as Special Ministers for 
the 11am Sunday Mass. The commitment would be to serve as 
a special minister once per month on a rotating roster. As a 
volunteer of the parish you must be vaccinated, have a 
Working with Children Check and sign the Code of Conduct. If 
you are able to assist in this ministry, please contact the Parish 
Office.   
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - Helpers needed 
We are currently looking for one - two more volunteers for the 
Level I Atrium on a Monday morning from 9.30am to 11.30am. 
CGS is a Montessori approach to Religious Formation for 
children ages 3-12yrs old. If you are able to assist and you 
have a double vax certificate and a working with children 
check, please contact the parish office on 9808 1006.  No 
experience is necessary, all are welcome! Thank you. 
  

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism information 
night must be attended prior to having your child baptised. 
Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to make a booking into 
one of the monthly sessions. Next session: Thursday 2nd 
June 2022 at 7:30pm in the Gathering Area. 
 

Thanksgiving Program - Ways to contribute 
• Envelopes (weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly) 
• Credit cards/Direct debits (set up by the parish office) 
• Direct deposits to the parish account details can be found 

below. 
 Account Name:   St Scholastica’s Parish 
 BSB:     083 347  
 Account Number:   68681 8033  
 Reference    Please use Envelope number 
You can set up your direct deposit or credit card contributions 
yourself. Please always use your envelope number. Or Amelia 
and Dominique can assist with this. Please pop in to see us, 
send us an email or call us,  lots of ways to help you out. 
When receiving your new credit card please contact us with the 
new details if you wish to continue to contribute. 
We are thankful for all the support you give our parish 
especially during these challenging times.  

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

4th Sunday of the Month 
21/22 May 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Rachel Cordeiro 
————————- 
Pauline 

Judith Silvina 
Hung Tran 
 

Sun 
9.00am 

Laurine Shane 
———————— 
Judy 

Laurine Shane 
Anna Gaetano 

Sun 
11.00am 

Ranali Perera 
———————— 
Dennis Y 

Barbara Schobben 
Willard Lewis 
 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Kristin Jabay 
———————— 
Sean 

Monika Vidot 
Michael Chan 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

5th Sunday of the Month 
28/29 May 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Dianne Smith 
————————- 
Lucy 

Mary Anne Borg 
Hung Tran 

Sun 
9.00am 

Juancho Natividad 
————————- 
Judy 

Beverley O’Neill 
Rosa Coniglio 

Sun 
11.00am 

April Lewis 
————————- 
Dennis Yong 

April Lewis 
Tam Pham 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Rishanda 
————————- 
Sean 

Netty Solomon 
Michael Chan 



St Scholastica’s Community Centre (Hall) 
St Scholastica’s Primary School has a large hall 
available for hire to Parishioners and visitors for a 
variety of family events and celebrations. 
If you are interested in hiring our hall for an event, 
please email our Hall Manager, Nicole Loft by email 
nloft@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au 
 
"Young Adults of the East!  
Get together with other young people from the local 
area for Mass, dinner, and a conversation with Fr Tony 
Kerin Episcopal Vicar for the Eastern Region. This will 
be an awesome opportunity to meet other young 
Catholics from across the East and share with Fr Tony 
Kerin your hopes, dreams, and expectations for the 
future of the Church. Join us for Mass, Dinner, and 
Conversation with Fr Tony Kerin 
St Francis Xavier Parish  
Sunday 22 May 5:30PM 
 
Joke of the week 
Don’t lose your mental peace: The Sunday school 
children had all been photographed with pastor sitting in 
their center. The pastor was trying to persuade the 
children to buy a copy of the group photo. “Just think 
how nice it will be to look at it when you are all grown up 
and say, ‘There’s Jennifer; she’s a lawyer,’ or ‘That’s 
Michael; he’s a doctor.’ A small voice at the back of the 
room rang out, “And there’s our Pastor; he’s dead.”  
 

Mass to Commemorate Those Who Have Died 
During The Covid Pandemic  
Archbishop Comensoli will celebrate a memorial Mass 
for all those who have died during the COVID pandemic 
and could not be mourned properly due to pandemic 
restrictions. Parishes and individuals are invited to 
submit the name(s) of those you would like remembered 
during the Mass by visiting the Holy Souls Chapel 
(inside St Patrick’s Cathedral) during May or online 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GZKP7QF .  
The names will be placed in a basket at the base of the 
altar, to be prayed for during all Masses over the 
weekend of 21–22 May. 
Mass Details: Sunday 22 May, 11am, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral  
 
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne – East 
Melbourne   
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies   
Communications Administration Support Officer, 
Communications Office – (East Melbourne/Flexible 
Working Arrangements) 
Creatives Officer – (East Melbourne/Flexible Working 
Arrangements) 
Digital Communications Officer – (East Melbourne/
Flexible Working Arrangements) 
Catholic Development Fund – East Melbourne 
Executive Manager, Client Experience 

Parish Positions  
Parish Secretary, St Mark's Catholic Parish, Fawkner 
Parish Secretary, St Luke's Parish – Lalor 
Parish Secretary, Preston East 
Assistant Sacristan - St Patricks Cathedral, East 
Melbourne 
Parish Finance Officer, Nazareth Parish, Grovedale 
Parish Secretary, Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St 
Joseph's Parish, Middle Park & Port Melbourne 
Further details of the above positions can be found on 
the Archdiocese website at: https://
melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

mailto:nloft@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GZKP7QF
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies


Email dkmenzies@optusnet.com.au 
Or visit our website  

Www.stscholasticaparish.com.au 

Mowing / Gardening 
Reasonable rates 
Local parishioner 
John 0417 867 022 



6th Sunday of Easter Year C -  
21/22 May 2022 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Is 48:20 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: 
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia 
 
First Reading: Acts 15:1-2. 22-29 
A reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles 
 
It has been decided by the Holy Spirit 
and ourselves not to burden you beyond 
what is essential. 
Some men came down from Judaea and 
taught the brothers, ‘Unless you have 
yourselves circumcised in the tradition of 
Moses you cannot be saved.’ This led to 
disagreement, and after Paul and 
Barnabas had had a long argument with 
these men it was arranged that Paul and 
Barnabas and others of the church 
should go up to Jerusalem and discuss 
the problem with the apostles and elders. 
Then the apostles and elders decided to 
choose delegates to send to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas; the whole church 
concurred with this. They chose Judas 
known as Barsabbas and Silas, both 
leading men in the brotherhood, and 
gave them this letter to take with them: 
‘The apostles and elders, your brothers, 
send greetings to the brothers of pagan 
birth in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We 
hear that some of our members have 
disturbed you with their demands and 
have unsettled your minds. They acted 
without any authority from us, and so we 
have decided unanimously to elect 
delegates and to send them to you with 
Barnabas and Paul, men we highly 
respect who have dedicated their lives to 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accordingly we are sending you Judas 
and Silas, who will confirm by word of 
mouth what we have written in this letter. 
It has been decided by the Holy Spirit 
and by ourselves not to saddle you with 
any burden beyond these essentials: you 
are to abstain from food sacrificed to 
idols, from blood, from the meat of 
strangled animals and from fornication. 
Avoid these, and you will do what is right. 
Farewell.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  
Ps 66:2-3. 5-6. 8. R. v.4 
 
(R.) O God, let all the nations praise 
you! 
 
 
 
 

 
1. O God, be gracious and bless us  
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. 
(R.) 
 
2. Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 
 
3. Let the peoples praise you, O 
God; let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.) 
 
Second Reading: Rv 21:10-14, 22-23 
A reading from the book of the 
Apocalypse 
 
He showed me the holy city coming 
down out of heaven. 
In the spirit, the angel took me to the top 
of an enormous high mountain and 
showed me Jerusalem, the holy city, 
coming down from God out of heaven. It 
had all the radiant glory of God and 
glittered like some precious jewel of 
crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it 
were of a great height, and had twelve 
gates; at each of the twelve gates there 
was an angel, and over the gates were 
written the names of the twelve tribes of 
Israel; on the east there were three 
gates, on the north three gates, on the 
south three gates, and on the west three 
gates. The city walls stood on twelve 
foundation stones, each one of which 
bore the name of one of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. 
I saw that there was no temple in the city 
since the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb were themselves the temple, and 
the city did not need the sun or the moon 
for light, since it was lit by the radiant 
glory of God and the Lamb was a lighted 
torch for it. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Jn 14:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, 
and my Father will love them and we will 
come to them. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel: Jn 14:23-29  
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John 
 
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything 
and remind you of all I have said to you. 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘If anyone loves me he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, 
and we shall come to him 
and make our home with him. 
Those who do not love me do not keep 
my words. 
And my word is not my own: 
it is the word of the one who sent me. 
I have said these things to you 
while still with you; but the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you everything 
and remind you of all I have said to you. 
Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace 
I give you, a peace the world cannot 
give, this is my gift to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled or 
afraid. 
You heard me say: 
I am going away, and shall return. 
If you loved me you would have been 
glad to know that I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
I have told you this now before it 
happens, so that when it does happen 
you may believe.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Jn 14:15-16 
If you love me, keep my commandments, 
says the Lord, and I will ask the Father 
and he will send you another Paraclete, 
to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

The Ascension of our Lord 
Year C 

28 & 29 May 2022 
 

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11  

Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23  

Gospel: Lk 24:46-53  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ceph#eph001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk024


Scripture Commentary for 6th Sunday of Easter - Year C 
 
Today’s Gospel, John 14:23-29, continues the reading from the long discourse that, in the Fourth Gospel, 
Jesus gives at the Last Supper (John 13:13 – 17:26). Throughout the discourse Jesus speaks a good deal 
about ‘going away’ and ‘returning’.  

It is important to understand that his talk of ‘going away’ and ‘returning’ operates on two levels. In the context of 
the final supper ‘going away’ most obviously refers to Jesus’ imminent departure from this world in death, while 
his ‘return’ would refer to his appearance to the disciples three days later as risen Lord.  

At a more basic level, however, the ‘going away’ of Jesus refers to his post-resurrection ascension and 
departure to the Father (see John 20:17), while his ‘return’ would then refer to his return to the world at the end 
of time (see John 5:27). At this level of reference, the discourse addresses his physical ‘absence’ from the 
community during this period. This was the time in which the community for whom the Fourth Gospel was 
written found themselves living. And, of course, it continues to our own time today.  

The part of the discourse appearing as today’s Gospel is sparked off by a question (v. 22) from Judas (carefully 
specified by the evangelist as ‘not the Iscariot’). He wants to know how during this time of Jesus’ physical 
absence the community of believers will have a sense of his presence, even though as far as the rest of the 
world is concerned he will be simply absent. In response to Judas’ query Jesus stresses three things: love, the 
Paraclete (Spirit), and peace. 

First of all, believers who truly love Jesus have his assurance that he and the Father have made their ‘home’ 
within them. This is perhaps the most beautiful and most intimate expression of the theme of divine indwelling in 
the Fourth Gospel. The divine ‘community’ of mutual love constituted by Father and Son sets up house, so to 
speak – makes itself ‘at home’ – within the hearts of believers and within the community as a whole. It is not just 
that believers should come to be at home with God; God wants to be at home with them. So, while believers will 
not, as the original disciples, see and hear and touch Jesus physically, faith will give them a sense of living 
constantly within this extraordinary ‘at home-ness’ with God. 

Secondly, to compensate for the loss of the teaching, guidance, and encouragement under trial that Jesus has 
provided for them during his earthly life, they will have the presence of the Holy Spirit, here referred to as ‘the 
Paraclete’. The description of the Spirit as ‘Paraclete’ or ‘Counsellor’ takes its cue from the sense of a powerful 
and respected friend who stands by you when you are in trouble or under accusation – the sort of person you 
would like to have by you in court as both attorney and character referee. For the community the Paraclete Spirit 
will also have a teaching and a ‘reminding’ function. In this way, the teaching Jesus gave them during his earthly 
life will be kept alive and also adapted to new situations and circumstances confronting the Church.  

Finally, Jesus will bequeath to the community the gift of peace. This does not mean that there will never be 
disputes or disagreements but rather that there will be given a capacity for resolving such disputes in such a 
way that peace is restored or even more deeply secured. 

The First Reading, from Acts 15, seems to have been included in order to provide an illustration of the post-
Easter community of disciples achieving just such a resolution of conflict. It gives a truncated version of the 
description in Acts of a meeting of the church in Jerusalem to resolve a significant question thrown up by the 
highly successful mission of Barnabas and Paul to pagans (non-Jews). Before these people could be full 
members of the People of God did they have to become Jews first, through taking on the ritual provisions of the 
Mosaic Law, in particular circumcision for male converts? A compromise solution is reached: circumcision is not 
imposed but only three lesser requirements that will allow believers of both Jewish and pagan origin to live, eat 
and associate with each other as one community in peace. 

The Second Reading, from Apocalypse 21, also addresses the situation of the post-Easter community. Their 
existence in the great cities of the Mediterranean world under the dominion of Rome may be perilous in the 
extreme, their loyalty to the state constantly under challenge. But their real ‘citizenship’ is that of the New 
Jerusalem, a city whose temple and light is provided by the presence of God and the Lamb. This assurance 
catches up, once again, the sense of divine indwelling communicated in the Gospel. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 
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