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Palm Sunday - Year C 
9th & 10th April 2022 

Holy Week 2022 - Hope in the Face of Death 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Who could forget Holy Week and Easter Vigil last year? We were 
fortunate to have livestreaming of Easter Tridium services in the hall 
for those who were unable to find seats in the church due to the 
limited numbers of people allowed in public gatherings. However, 
this year we hope to gather in great numbers during Holy Week and 
Easter without restrictions on public gatherings. 
 

Holy Week is central to the life of the Church. It reminds us 
powerfully that there are times in our lives when we are helpless. We are faced with 
questions that have no answers. Mysteries that have no solutions. Yet there is a meaning 
and depth in that silence and absence. In the mystery of incarnation, Jesus shared in our 
human condition, including suffering and death. Jesus accepting the cross in obedience 
to the Father’s will tells us that there is meaning in the fulfilment of the purpose of life. 
The Cross informs our understanding of suffering and death. He suffered and died for us. 
St Paul reminds us in the second reading on Palm Sunday, that Christ emptied Himself 
and because of this God has exalted Him. His Death on the Cross and his triumph over 
death are the mysteries before us each day of Holy Week. 
 

Holy Week is not just about ceremonies. The ceremonies are there to draw us into the 
most essential dimension of our belief in Jesus Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. Holy Week is about Jesus who emptied himself out of love for us. His total self-
giving opened for all of humanity new life and resurrection. Holy week is at the root of our 
Christian hope.  
 

Christian hope reminds us that, even in moments of darkness, evil will be overcome by 
goodness and death is not the final word. May Holy Week 2022 draw us closer to Christ 
who for our sakes died on the Cross and was raised to life on the third day. 
 

Have a blessed Holy Week! 
 

Fr Thinh Nguyen PP  

 

 
Important Notice - Holy Week Services: 

 

Due to large gathering of people at Easter Tridium, we recommend that face-masks to be 
worn during Mass at all times to prevent the transmission of the virus in our church. 

Thank you for your co-operation.  

Significance of the Holy Week: 
 

1) A week of remembrance and 
appreciation 
 

2) A week of thanksgiving 
 

3) A week of repentance and 
reconciliation 
 

4) A week to keep Christ’s New 
Commandment of Agape love 
 

5) A week to deepen our Faith and 
strengthen our relationship with 
God. 

St Scholastica’s Easter Services 
 

Holy Thursday 14 April 2022 
7.30pm Mass of the Last Supper followed 
by Adoration until 10.00pm 
 

Good Friday 15 April 2022 
10.00am Stations of the Cross at St 
Scholastica’s Church 
3.00pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 

Holy Saturday 16 April 2022 
7:30pm Easter Vigil Mass 
 

Easter Sunday 17 April 2022 
9.00am Mass 
11.00am Mass 



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2022 
 

Monday 11 April 2022 
No Service 
07.30pm Vinnies Meeting 
 

Tuesday 12 April 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass and Adoration/Rosary 
07.00pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 

 

Wednesday 13 April 2022 
10.00am Novena 
10.20am Rosary & Benediction 
11.00am Morning Prayer/Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary  
07.00pm Alpha Youth - GA    

 

Thursday 14 April 2022 - Holy Thursday 
09.00am NO Mass  
07.30pm Mass of the Last Supper 
 

Friday 15 April 2022 - Good Friday 
10.00am Stations of the Cross 
03.00pm Passion of the Lord 
 

Saturday 16 April 2022 - Easter Saturday 
09.00am NO Mass 
07.30pm Easter Vigil  
 

Sunday 17 April 2022 - Easter Sunday  
09.00am Easter Sunday Mass 
11.00am Easter Sunday Mass 
05.30pm NO Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
Sick 
Pat Nitz, Peter Smyth, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby, Patricia 
Simpson, Frances Murray, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, John 
Anderson, Bernice Collins, Raymond Anderson, Rosemary 
Rodriquez, Rae Barrett, Barbara Perkins, Lynn Fleming,  
Will Coghlan, Geoffrey Jones, Nancye Simpson, Chris Roberts 
 

Anniversary 
Teodoro Mariani, Jeff Barkworth 
 

Recently Deceased 
Stephen Griffin, Ben Milczak, Eddie Stack (mouth organ man), 
Rosy Dumurel, Fr Tadgh Tierney OCD 

Parish Excursion to Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel Exhibition 
Last Thursday a group of 24 
parishioners ventured into 
the city via tram and visited 
the Sistine Chapel Exhibition 
which was showing at the 
Emporium. It was a lovely 
day where parishioners 
enjoyed each others 
company and got to see the 
wonderful works of 
Michelangelo. Thank you to 
Fr Thinh for leading this group and for the parish for making this 
possible for so many to enjoy.   
 

Thankyou so much Fr. Thinh for our wonderful day trip to the city 
to see the Sistine Chapel exhibition. Great company and a good 
time was had by all. Fr. Thinh was so organised and kept an eye 
on all his straying sheep. Not one was lost.  
With gratitude, Pat Ovens and Nola Paten. 
 

Deepening Our Prayer Life During Lent 
Thank you so much to all of our parishioners for participating in the 
many opportunities for deepening our prayer and journeying with 
Jesus this Lent. It all began with an introduction to the Divine 
Office by attending morning prayer before daily mass as we 
worked together, lead gently by Fr Thinh, to figure out the red and 
the blue ribbons for the readings. We then began our Lenten 
Reflections in the Gathering Area every Tuesday. The fellowship 
each week was incredibly special as we came to appreciate God's 
Word on a new level, meditating on the Gospel and being inspired 
by each parishioner's personal sharing. Rev Professor Cooper (91 
years young) blessed us with a Lenten Retreat, offering a very 
comprehensive hour of how we can Live the Spirit of Lent. We 
were asked to reflect on Psalm 34:14, 1 Peter 3:1-11, and offered 
a quote "Each one of us is our own cross". There were beautiful 
pictures of religious art ranging from a mosaic from St Mark's 
Basilica in Venice to Duccio on the Temptation. Spiritual music 
was explained with the ability to move your heart and mind, while a 
pilgrimage was also suggested as a way to journey during Lent. 
This idea created many smiles from parishioners who had gone on 
a pilgrimage with Fr Thinh just last week to see the Sistine Chapel 
exhibition in the city!) Inspirational saint stories and quotes 
included St Antony of Egypt and St Athanasius, 
Pope St Gregory the Great, and the 5th Mansion 
in the Interior castle by St Teresa of Avila. Thank 
you to Fr Thinh for 
being our spiritual 
guide and each of 
you as we walk into 
Holy Week as a 
parish family with our 
eyes and hearts fixed 
on Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
09/10 April 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Paul Borg (readings)  
Stephanie Rozario 
(narrator) 
————————- 
Pauline 

Charlie Mellican 
Noela Corby 
 

Sun 
9.00am 

Laurine Shane (readings) 
Sylvia Chua (narrator) 
———————— 
Judy 

Betty McDonald 
Anna Gaetano 

Sun 
11.00am 

Louise Willison (readings)  
Clare Gately (narrator) 
———————— 
Judy 

April Lewis 
Tam Pham 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Kristen Jabay (readings) 
Hannah Rose Menzies  
(narrator)  
———————— 
Sean 

Netty Solomon 
Marie Serophim 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

Easter Tridium 
11th-17th April 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Thurs 
7.30pm 

Melan Goh 
———————— 
Judy 

Mary Ann Borg 
Dominic Coniglio 
Laurine Shane 

Fri 
3.00pm 

Laurine Shane (narrator) 
———————— 
Judy 

Franklin Rozario 
Charlie Mellican 
Noela Corby  

Sat 
7.30pm 

Paul Borg,  
Hannah Rose Menzies  
———————— 
Judy 

Christine Wates 
Marie Serophim 
Tam Pham 

Sun 
9.00am 

Sylvia Chua 
———————— 
Judy 

Daniel Leong 
Dominic Coniglio 

Sun 
11.00am 

Jan Everett 
———————— 
Somo  

Antonella Gucciardo 
Willard Lewis 



Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who would 
like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh? Perhaps the sick/
homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish 
community and would like to receive communion on a regular 
basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism information 
night must be attended prior to having your child baptised. 
Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to make a booking 
into one of the monthly sessions. Next session: Thursday 
5th May 2022 at 7:30pm in the Gathering Area. 
 

St Vincent de Paul News 
Dear St Scholastica’s Parishioners, 
 

It is with the greatest of pleasure that I accept the role as 
President of the Bennettswood St Vincent de Paul 
Conference. I would like to publicly thank Mr Gil Muir and all 
our conference members for their ongoing support. I also look 
forward to your support as parishioners helping us to serve 
our community and challenges ahead. 
 

Always warmest, 

Loretta Stapleton - President (incoming)  
 

Mass of the HOLY OILS and CHRISM 
The Chrism Mass will be held on Tuesday 12 April at 7.30pm 
at the St Patrick's Cathedral. In Archdiocese of Melbourne, it 
is traditionally held on the Tuesday of Holy Week. During 
this mass, the priests, deacons and representatives of the 
entire archdiocesan community gather around the 
Archbishop, who blesses the Holy Oils for use in the coming 
year. These are: Oil of the Sick, Oil of Catechumens, Sacred 
Chrism. The Chrism Mass reminds us of our oneness in 
Christ through Baptism and its holy anointing, made possible 
by the ministry of the archbishop and his priests. Everyone is 
encouraged to come to witness the return of the sacramental 
Oils to our own community. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - Helpers needed 
We are currently looking for one - two more volunteers for the 
Level I and Level II Atria on a Tuesday after school. Two of 
our catechists have had to step down due to changing family 
and work situations post covid. Duties might be sitting with a 
child while they read scripture, or helping take a painting 
down off the easel. If you are able to assist between 3:50pm - 
6:15pm on a Tuesday, you have a double vax certificate and 
a working with children check, please contact the parish office 
on 9808 1006.  No experience is necessary, all are 
welcome!  Thank you. 
 

Caritas - Project Compassion 
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes 
and envelopes or visit lent.caritas.org.au or phone 1800 024 
413.  
 

Altar Server Families 
Please fill in the google doc form for altar serving for the 
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil) and 
Easter Sunday ASAP.  The roster is completed through 
May.  God bless and many thanks. 
 

School Holidays 
Wishing all students and teachers a wonderful school 
holidays. School resumes on Tuesday 26th April.  

Inspiring Story 
After the shouts of Hosanna we should walk to 
Golgotha:  
Bishop Kenneth Carder (Tennessee) wrote: “The Church of 
today has become an institution in which even belief in God is 
optional or peripheral. Marketing techniques for a multiple 
option institution have replaced response to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the means of membership enlistment. The 
basic appeal is to self-defined needs rather than a call to 
radical discipleship. The Church’s mission, all too often, is to 
meet its members’ perceived needs rather than to 
serve God’s need for a redeemed, reconciled, and healed 
world.” — Our concept of consumerism has crept into the 
Church. To recruit persons and to be “marketable” we think 
that we need to be able to say: “Look what our Church can 
offer you.” In this atmosphere of a sorority rush party, talk of 
discipleship is muted. Discipleship means knowing Who 
Jesus Christ is and following the Revelation made known to 
us in His teaching, death, Resurrection, and presence. 
Commitment means that, after the shouts of Hosanna, we 
walk to Golgotha carrying His cross of suffering. 
 

Quote of the week 
“He will provide the way and the means, such as you could 
never have imagined. Leave it all to Him, let go of yourself. 
Lose yourself on the Cross, and you will find yourself 
entirely.” – St. Catherine of Siena 

 

 
 
 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

From today’s Gospel reading:  

Jesus cried out in a loud voice,  
"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit"; 

and when he had said this he breathed his last.  
 

Reflection: 
Luke’s Passion narrative reveals how much Jesus has lost – 
his followers and friends have abandoned or betrayed him; 
his life’s project has collapsed into humiliation and defeat. 
Luke is inviting anyone of us who have similar losses to 
identify with Jesus. He is no stranger to our pain and joins us 
as we wait for new life to come where we have experienced 
death.  
 

So, we ask ourselves 

• Among the loses we have experienced in our lives, 
which was the most painful? 

• Did we have any experience of Jesus’ presence with us 
during that period of pain? 

lent.caritas.org.au


Email dkmenzies@optusnet.com.au 
Or visit our website  

Www.stscholasticaparish.com.au 

Mowing / Gardening 
Reasonable rates 
Local parishioner 
John 0417 867 022 



Palm Sunday Year C -  
9/10 April 2022 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; 
Ps 23: 9-10 

Six days before the Passover, 
when the Lord came into the city of 
Jerusalem, the children ran to meet him; 
in their hands they carried palm 
branches and with a loud voice cried out: 
* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your 
abundant mercy! 
O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory!  
Who is this king of glory? 
He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of 
glory. 
* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your 
abundant mercy! 
 
First Reading: Is 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
I did not cover my face against insult and 
I know I will not be ashamed. 
 
The Lord has given me 
a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the 
wearied he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, 
to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck 
me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

R. My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? 
 
All who see me deride me. They curl 
their lips, they toss their heads. ‘He 
trusted in the Lord, let him save him; let 
him release him if this is his friend.’ R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Many dogs have surrounded me, a band 
of the wicked beset me. They tear holes 
in my hands and my feet. I can count 
every one of my bones. R. 
 
They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. O Lord, do 
not leave me alone, my strength, make 
haste to help me! R. 
 
I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are 
assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord give 
him praise; all sons of Jacob, give him 
glory. Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ R. 
 
Second Reading: Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us 
and God raised him on high. 
 
His state was divine, 
yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are, 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of 
Jesus and that every tongue should 
acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Phil 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to 
death dying on the cross. Therefore God 
raised him on high and gave him a name 
above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of 
endless glory! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel: Lk 22:14 – 23:56 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Luke 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Mt 26:42 

Father, if this chalice cannot pass 
without my drinking it, your will be done. 
 

Easter Sunday 
Year C 

16 & 17 April 2022 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:34. 37-43  

Second Reading: Col 3:1-4  

Gospel: Jn 20:1-9  



Scripture Commentary for Palm Sunday - Year C 
 
There is so much Scripture to read today – not to mention the blessing of Palms and procession – that any 
homily will have to be very brief. I offer a few thoughts on the distinctively Lukan approach to the Passion. 
 
First, the Gospel of the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. What is distinctive about this in Luke is the fact that the 
acclamation of Jesus as messianic King – and therefore as the one rightfully taking possession of David’s city – 
stems largely from his own disciples. Their acclamation both echoes and inverts that of the heavenly choirs who 
announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds (2:13-14). The angelic choirs sang, ‘Peace on earth’; the human 
community Jesus has formed responds, ‘Peace in heaven’. Jesus comes to Jerusalem (the ‘City of Peace’) but 
he brings it a peace that is different from that which prevails in a purely political sense. It is a peace grounded in 
God (‘heaven’) and God’s action, a peace that will meet with rejection from those whose interests it threatens. 
This challenge begins in the nervous response of the Pharisees to the disciples’ acclamation. 
 
The first reading set down for the Mass (Isaiah 50:4-9) is the third of the Songs of the Servant of the Lord, each 
of which will be read during Holy Week, culminating in the reading of the last and greatest, Isa 52:13 – 53:12, on 
Good Friday. These four texts, in which the personal fate of the prophet and that of Israel are mysteriously 
intertwined, have from the beginning been crucial to Christian interpretation of Jesus’ passion and death. For 
the early believers they provided the script for the otherwise totally unforeseen sufferings of the Messiah (Luke 
24:27, 44-45; Acts 8:30-35). 
 
In the second reading, Phil 2:6-11, St Paul quotes what seems to be a hymn from an early Christian liturgy. The 
sense of Christ’s status – divine and human – that emerges at this early time is quite remarkable. What the 
hymn points to is that at three stages of his ‘career’ – pre-incarnate, incarnate up to death, and post-resurrection 
– the essential disposition of Christ is to pour himself out in self-emptying love. The ‘obedience unto death’ 
displayed in the passion is absolutely continuous with the divine outpouring of love that led to the incarnation of 
the one whose nature was divine. The hymn thus provides the essential background and accompaniment to our 
consideration of the Passion of Jesus throughout Holy Week: behind every word, gesture and suffering is the 
outreach of divine love to an alienated world. 
 
St Luke’s account of the Passion does not dwell on the details of Jesus’ suffering to the extent that the starker 
accounts of Mark and Matthew do. A principal concern of Luke is to establish and proclaim Jesus’ innocence. 
His execution on the charge of being a pretended messianic troublemaker is shown to be a monstrous 
miscarriage of justice. Jesus is  the Messiah, yes. But he is a Messiah who brings peace (19:42). The kingdom 
that he would bring is not one where those who exercise authority lord it over others, as among pagan 
authorities (22:25-27). It is a kingdom of service, whose sole aim is reconciliation (with God) and the 
enhancement of human life. Disciples who reach for their swords are told to put them away (22:49-51). Even as 
he is nailed to the cross Jesus prays forgiveness for those who torment him (23:34). 
 
So the central issue of the Passion is what kind of Messiah Jesus is and what is the nature of the salvation he 
brings. ‘Save yourself’, is the cry coming from three parties who mock him on Calvary: the leaders, the soldiers, 
one of the thieves crucified with him. What they mean by ‘save’ is ‘Get yourself (‘and us’ in the case of the thief) 
down from these crosses.’ Alone, the good thief perceives that Jesus brings salvation of a different kind: not 
present rescue from death but a reconciliation with God that will open the way to sharing in the Kingdom. His 
simple plea, ‘Jesus, remember me ...,’ meets with the majestic assurance: ‘This day (not in some vague future) 
you will be with me in Paradise’ – that is, in an intermediate state of blessedness preparatory to the full arrival of 
the Kingdom. 
 
In the end, then, it is the perspective and the faith of the good thief that all readers of the Passion are invited to 
share. Discipleship will not exempt them from death – it will in fact require a daily dying (9:23) that may in some 
circumstances (persecution, injustice) become all too real. The Passion is an assurance that all who embark 
upon such a life are companions with Jesus on his journey to the Father (23:46). 
 
© Brendan Byrne SJ 
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