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4th Sunday of Lent - Year C 
26th & 27th March 2022 

Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to Mary 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
As war rages in Ukraine, the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis “has invited 
the bishops of the whole world, 
along with their priests, to join him in 
the prayer for peace and in the 
consecration and entrustment of 
Russia and of Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.” Pope 
Francis will lead an Act of 
Consecration on the Solemnity of 
the Annunciation, 25 March, in St 
Peter’s Basilica, on the occasion of 
the Celebration of Penance. The act 
of consecration will be performed in 
communion with the local Churches 
throughout the world. 
 

In the apparition of 13 July 1917 in Fatima, Our Lady had asked for the consecration of 
Russia to her Immaculate Heart and the communion of reparation of the First Saturdays, 
stating that if this request was not granted, Russia would “spread her errors throughout 
the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church,” and “the good will be martyred, 
the Holy Father will have much to suffer, various nations will be annihilated.”  
 

This consecration of Russia happened on four separate times, and will happen again on 
25 March, 2022 with Pope Francis. The first time was when Pope Pius XII consecrated 
the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary through a radio message on eve of All Saints 
Day, 31st October, 1942. 
 

The second time was on the feast of Sts Cyril and Methodius, 7 July 1952, when Pope 
Pius XII issued an apostolic letter directed to the Russian people, entrusting Russia and 
her people to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The third time was at the conclusion of the 
third Session of the Second Vatican Council, 21 November 1964, when Pope VI, along 
with all the bishops present, renewed the consecration of the whole world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. And the fourth time, in St Peter’s Basilica on the 25 March 
1984, when Pope Saint John Paul II consecrated the whole world in front of the statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima, inviting all other bishops to join him in prayer, to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  
 

This week, I would like to invite all our parishioners to join me at this time to unite 
ourselves in prayer for peace in our world. 
 

 God of реасе and justice, 
We pray for the реорlе of Ukraine today. 

We pray for реaсе and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for аll those who fear for tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or реасе, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. 
Above аll, we pray for аll your precious children, at-risk and in fear, 

that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Реасе. 

Amen. 
 

 

Fr Thinh Nguyen PP 



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2022 
 

Monday 28 March 2022 
No Service 
07.30pm Vinnies Meeting 
 

Tuesday 29 March 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass and Adoration/Rosary 
10.15am Sunday Reflection for Lent - GA 
06.00pm Sacrament of Reconciliation - Children 
07.00pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 

 

Wednesday 30 March 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary  
07.30pm Easter Liturgy Meeting - Parish Office  

 

Thursday 31 March 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass followed by Rosary 
07.30pm RCIA via Zoom 
 

Friday 1 April2022  
10.00am Holy Hour and Benediction 
11.00am Morning Prayer/1st Friday Mass and Rosary 
07.00pm Way of the Cross - Church 
 

Saturday 2 April 2022 
09.00am Mass followed by Confession/Adoration  
09.30am Divine Mercy Chaplet 
05.30pm Mass 
07.30pm Alpha via Zoom (Vietnamese) 
 

Sunday 3 April 2022 
09.00am Mass - Morning Tea after Mass - GA 
10.00am New Choir Members Meet and Discussion - 
Choir Stalls in Church  
11.00am Mass 
12.15pm Vietnamese Mass  
05.30pm Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
Sick 
Pat Nitz, Peter Smyth, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby, Patricia 
Simpson, Frances Murray, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, John 
Anderson, Bernice Collins, Raymond Anderson, Rosemary 
Rodriquez, Rae Barrett, Ian Tam, Barbara Perkins 
 

Anniversary 
Denise McClure, Nicholas Aylward, William (Bill) Priest,  
Frank Pezzano, Dan Murray, Daniel J Murray, Anna Murray,  
John Cooney, Mario and Nunziata Natoli 
 

Recently Deceased 
Frances Whitney 

NO 11AM MASS WEDNESDAY - 9AM MASS INSTEAD 
Please be aware that next Wednesday 30th March mass will be at 
9am and there will be NO 11am Mass as Fr Thinh has a clergy 
meeting to attend.  
 

Way of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross during Lenten Times are being held each 
Friday night at 7.00pm, in the Church.   
 

Lenten Reflection Group 
All are welcome to join Fr Thinh for a Lenten Reflection Group 
every Tuesday at 10.15-11.15am in the Gathering Area. The group 
discusses the Sunday Gospel. 
 

Caritas Australia - Ukraine Emergency Appeal  

 
Join St Scholastica’s Parish for a Lenten Talk Retreat by Rev 
Professor Austin Cooper OMI, AM. 

Topic: How to live authentically in the real world and in 
the presence of God during Lent. 

All are most welcome! So spread the word and invite your 
neighbours and your friends. 

Date:   5th April 2022  
Time:  7pm 
Where:  St Scholastica's Church 

 

Austin Cooper served as Master of Catholic 
Theological College for three separate terms and 
was once President of the Melbourne College of 

Divinity. His principal interests have been the tradition of English 
Speaking Spirituality with special interest in the Oxford Movement 

and the 19th and 20th centuries.  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society: Food Collection Next Weekend 
The monthly food collections will be held next weekend on the 2

nd
 

& 3
rd

 April 2022. The most useful items are the staples such as: 
Pasta & pasta sources, rice, baked beans & other canned food & 
soups, canned fruit, spreads such as vegemite, peanut butter and 
jams and also breakfast cereals and long life milk as well as 
canned fish such as tuna and sardines. Donations can also be 
made to the Poor Box which is situated near the entrance to the 
Gathering Area. Thank you in anticipation for your generosity. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

4th Sunday of the Month 
26/27 March 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Melan Goh  
————————- 
Lucy 

Judith Silvina 
Hung Tran 
 

Sun 
9.00am 

Sylvia Chua 
———————— 
Judy 

Laurine Shane 
Dominic Coniglio 

Sun 
11.00am 

April Lewis 
———————— 
Dennis Y 

Barbara Schobben 
Willard Lewis 
 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Kristin Jabay  
———————— 
Sean 

Michael Chan 
Marie Serophim 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

1st Sunday of the Month 
02/03 April 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Diane Smith 
———————— 
Pauline 

Mary Ann Borg 
Christine Wates 
 

Sun 
9.00am 

Juancho Natividad 
———————— 
Judy 

Rosa Coniglio 
Anna Gaetano 

Sun 
11.00am 

Geetha Jayasuriya 
———————— 
Dennis Y 

Anna Marie Ziino 
Antonella Gucciardo 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Shenuk Perera  
———————— 
Rebecca 

Netty Solomon  
Marie Serophim 

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/


Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who would 
like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh? Perhaps the sick/
homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish 
community and would like to receive communion on a regular 
basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism information 
night must be attended prior to having your child baptised. 
Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to make a booking 
into one of the monthly sessions. Next session: Thursday 
7th April 2022 at 7:30pm in the Gathering Area. 
 

Thanksgiving Program - Ways to contribute 

• Envelopes (weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly) 

• Credit cards 

• Direct debits (set up by the parish office) 

• Direct deposits to the parish account details can be 
found below. 

 Account Name:   St Scholastica’s Parish 
 BSB:     083 347  
 Account Number:   68681 8033  
 Reference    Please use Envelope  
     number 
You can set up your direct deposit or credit card contributions 
yourself. Please always use your envelope number. Or 
Amelia and Dominique can assist with this. Please pop in to 
see us, send us an email or call us,  lots of ways to help you 
out. 
 

When receiving your new credit card please contact us with 
the new details if you wish to continue to contribute. 
We are thankful for all the support you give our parish 
especially during these challenging times.  
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - Helpers needed 
We are currently looking for one - two more volunteers for the 
Level I and Level II Atria on a Tuesday after school. Two of 
our catechists have had to step down due to changing family 
and work situations post covid. Duties might be sitting with a 
child while they read scripture, or helping take a painting 
down off the easel. If you are able to assist between 3:50pm - 
6:15pm on a Tuesday, you have a double vax certificate and 
a working with children check, please contact the parish office 
on 9808 1006.  No experience is necessary, all are 
welcome!  Thank you. 
 

Piety Stall: Religious Statues 
A special range of religious statues is now available at the 
Piety Stall.  These items have been made available on 
consignment and include “Divine Mercy”, “Mary of Lourdes”, 
“Holy Family” and many others. The Piety stall is open every 
first weekend of the month after the 5.30pm mass on 
Saturdays and the 9.00 am &11 am masses on Sundays. 
 

Quote of the week: 
"(Lent) is a period of spiritual 'combat' which we must 
experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, 
but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the word of 
God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate 
Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our 
Baptism.” (Pope Benedict XVI) 
 
 

 
Inspiring Story 
Love means not ever having to say you’re sorry:  
In the book, Love Story by Eric Segal a Harvard graduate, 
and a professor at Yale, Jennifer and Oliver have their first 
serious fight as newlyweds. Jennifer runs from the apartment 
and disappears. She has tried to build a bridge of 
reconciliation between her husband and his father … and 
Oliver in anger tells her to get out of his life. Suddenly, Oliver 
realizes he has hurt her deeply, but she is gone! Frantically 
he rushes to the old familiar places searching for her. All the 
while she becomes more beloved to him in the emptiness of 
estrangement. Searching fruitlessly, he becomes 
increasingly frightened at what he has done to hurt her … and 
he hurts because of hurting her. Finally, having run out 
of places to look, he dejectedly returns to the apartment. It is 
very late. But unbelievably she is sitting on the front steps. He 
hurries to her and begins to express his sorrow for hurting 
her. She replies: “Love means not ever having to say you’re 
sorry.” — That is a beautiful and ideal thought in its own way 
although it is not an adequate definition of love. 
 

Joke of the week: 
Reconciliation with a hook:  
An elderly man on the beach found a magic lamp. As he 
picked it up and started cleaning it, a genie appeared and 
said: “Because you have freed me I will grant you a wish.” 
The man responded. “I had a fight with my only and older 
brother thirty years ago. I want to be reconciled with him 
so that he may forgive me and start loving me.” The genie 
said, “I am glad that you did not ask for money or riches. Your 
wish is granted. Are you sick and about to die?” the genie 
enquired. “No way!” the man shouted. “But my unmarried, 
older brother is about to die and he’s worth about $60 
million!!” 
 

Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Act of consecration is meant to be a gesture of the universal 
Church, which in this dramatic moment lifts up to God, 
through this Mother and ours, the cry of pain of all those who 
suffer and implore an end to the violence, and to entrust the 
future of our human family to the Queen of Peace. (Pope 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

From today’s 2 Corinthians reading:  

"Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: the old things have 
passed away;  

behold, new things have come."  
 

Reflection: 
Paul says our relationship with God was restored, not 
through any work of ours, but through God’s initiative in 
Christ. It wasn’t just Jesus’ sacrificial death that 
accomplished our reconciliation, but his sacrificial life. 
Throughout his life he poured himself out for us in love. This 
was God’s doing and, if we accept it in faith, we are 
reconciled to God. 
 

So, we ask ourselves 

• As we reflect on our lives this Lent, what feels "old": a 
worn-out way of behaving?  

• Have we noticed any signs of new life in those very 
areas? 



Email dkmenzies@optusnet.com.au 
Or visit our website  

Www.stscholasticaparish.com.au 

Mowing / Gardening 
Reasonable rates 
Local parishioner 
John 0417 867 022 



The 4th Sunday of Lent Year C -  
26/27 March 2022 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Is 66:10-11  

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love 
her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling 
breast. 
 
First Reading: Jos 5:9-12 

A reading from the book of Joshua 
 
The people of God went to the promised 
land and there kept the passover. 
 
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have 
taken the shame of Egypt away from 
you.’ 
The Israelites pitched their camp at 
Gilgal and kept the Passover there on 
the fourteenth day of the month, at 
evening in the plain of Jericho. On the 
morrow of the Passover they tasted the 
produce of that country, unleavened 
bread and roasted ears of corn, that 
same day. From that time, from their first 
eating of the produce of that country, the 
manna stopped falling. And having 
manna no longer, the Israelites fed from 
that year onwards on what the land of 
Canaan yielded. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9 

R. Taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord. 
 
I will bless the Lord at all times, his 
praise always on my lips; in the Lord my 
soul shall make its boast. The humble 
shall hear and be glad. R. 
 
Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us 
praise his name. I sought the Lord and 
he answered me; from all my terrors he 
set me free. R. 
 
Look towards him and be radiant; let 
your faces not be abashed. This poor 
man called; the Lord heard him and 
rescued him from all his distress. R. 
 

Second Reading: 2 Cor 5:17-21 

A reading from the second letter of St 
Paul to the Corinthians 

God reconciled us to himself through 
Christ. 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a 
new creation; the old creation has gone, 
and now the new one is here. It is all 
God’s work. It was God who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the work of handing on his reconciliation.  

 

 

In other words, God in Christ was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
holding men’s faults against them, and 
he has entrusted to us the news that 
they are reconciled. So we are 
ambassadors for Christ; it is as though 
God were appealing through us, and the 
appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: 
be reconciled to God. For our sake God 
made the sinless one into sin, so that in 
him we might become the goodness of 
God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Lk 15:18 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
I will rise and go to my Father and tell 
him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
 

Gospel: Lk 15:1-3. 11-32 

Your brother here was dead and has 
come to life. 

The tax collectors and the sinners were 
all seeking the company of Jesus to hear 
what he had to say, and the Pharisees 
and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ 
they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.’ So he spoke this parable to 
them: 

‘A man had two sons. The younger said 
to his father, “Father, let me have the 
share of the estate that would come to 
me.” So the father divided the property 
between them. A few days later, the 
younger son got together everything he 
had and left for a distant country where 
he squandered his money on a life of 
debauchery. 

‘When he had spent it all, that country 
experienced a severe famine, and now 
he began to feel the pinch, so he hired 
himself out to one of the local inhabitants 
who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. 
And he would willingly have filled his 
belly with the husks the pigs were eating 
but no one offered him anything. Then 
he came to his senses and said, “How 
many of my father’s paid servants have 
more food than they want, and here am I 
dying of hunger! I will leave this place 
and go to my father and say: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against 
you; I no longer deserve to be called 
your son; treat me as one of your paid 
servants.” So he left the place and went 
back to his father. 

 

 

 

‘While he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and was moved with pity. 
He ran to the boy, clasped him in his 
arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his 
son said, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer 
deserve to be called your son.” But the 
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring 
out the best robe and put it on him; put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. Bring the calf we have been 
fattening, and kill it; we are going to have 
a feast, a celebration, because this son 
of mine was dead and has come back to 
life; he was lost and is found.” And they 
began to celebrate. 

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, 
and on his way back, as he drew near 
the house, he could hear music and 
dancing. Calling one of the servants he 
asked what it was all about. “Your 
brother has come” replied the servant 
“and your father has killed the calf we 
had fattened because he has got him 
back safe and sound.” He was angry 
then and refused to go in, and his father 
came out to plead with him; but he 
answered his father, “Look, all these 
years I have slaved for you and never 
once disobeyed your orders, yet you 
never offered me so much as a kid for 
me to celebrate with my friends. But for 
this son of yours, when he comes back 
after swallowing up your property – he 
and his women – you kill the calf we had 
been fattening.” 

‘The father said, “My son, you are with 
me always and all I have is yours. But it 
is only right we should celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother here was 
dead and has come to life; he was lost 
and is found.”’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Lk 15: 32 

You must rejoice, my son, for your 
brother was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and is found. 
 

5th Sunday of Lent  
Year C 

02 & 03 April 2022 
 

First Reading: Is 43:16-21  

Second Reading: Phil 3:8-14  

Gospel: Jn 8:1-11  



Scripture Commentary for the 4th Sunday of Lent - Year C 
 
It is hard to imagine a richer fare for the preacher than the content of today’s long Gospel: the Parable of the 
Lost (Prodigal) Son, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 
 

For once too, the Second Reading, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, fits well with the Gospel. According to Paul the 
essential action that God brings about for our benefit through Christ is that of reconciliation (see also Rom 5:5-
11; Col 1:19-20). And it climaxes in what is perhaps the most extreme expression on Paul’s part of the Son’s 
union with the sinful, alienated human condition: God made him (Christ) who ‘knew no sin’ (the sinless one) ‘into 
sin’ that we might become in him the ‘righteousness of God’ (the Jerusalem Bible’s translation, ‘the goodness of 
God’ is unforgivably lame). ‘God made him into sin.’ Paul could make that daring statement because of his 
sense of the radical depth of God’s action in our regard. In the person of the sinless Son, God’s reconciling 
presence and power entered into the most ‘ungodly’ reaches of the human condition to transform it and bestow 
upon it the holiness and love of God. 
 

The parable told in the Gospel is the final and largest of three parables in Luke 15 (the first being the Lost 
Sheep, the second the Lost Coin). Jesus tells all three as a defence against criticism of the welcome he gives to 
‘tax collectors (social outcasts) and sinners’ and his ‘eating with them’ – his celebration with them of their 
discovery of the mercy and hospitality of God. The three parables defend this behaviour in the light of a 
particular image of God that, cumulatively, they build up and project – a God who displays love to an 
extravagant and, humanly speaking, foolish degree. 
 

The first two short parables, with some slight variation, display a pattern that goes like this: someone loses 
something precious, makes a ‘foolish’ response to find it (neglecting ninety nine sheep, turning the house upside 
down to find a small coin), finds it, rejoices and calls for a communal celebration. The great parable – with a 
significant addition (the response of the older brother) – follows essentially the same pattern. The father loses a 
son. (That is why, of all the suggestions made for a title, I think the best remains: ‘The Lost Son’.) The young 
man’s behaviour is very callous. Culturally understood, he is in effect saying to the father: ‘You’re as good as 
dead to me. Give now what I’m due to inherit when you at last are.’  
 

The parable vividly describes the gradual dehumanisation of the young man. Reduced to wanting to eat the 
pigs’ food – what could be worse for a Jew! – ‘he comes to his senses’ (literally, ‘comes to himself’ – a painful 
moment of self-knowledge). But this is hardly a moment of true conversion. He is calculating: ‘I can’t go back as 
a son. But at least if I can get back as a servant, I’ll be clothed and well fed.’  
 

The father, the parable hints, has been watching day and night for his son’s return. Seeing him afar off, he is 
overcome with compassion (the Greek is much stronger than the Jerusalem translation ‘moved with pity 
suggests). He runs out to meet the boy, embraces and kisses him tenderly. In the culture of the time, for a 
middle-aged man of means to run in public, to display extravagant signs of affection to a son who has caused 
the family disgrace is foolish behaviour in the utmost degree – as the older brother will soon so ‘reasonably’ 
point out. 
 

But this is not the end. The father does not allow the young man to finish his prepared speech about coming 
back as a servant. Bring out the best robe, the ring (sign of authority in the household), sandals (servants went 
barefoot) – all symbols of full reinstatement as son. And then the great communal celebration. Why? Because 
the one who was dead has come back to life; the lost one has been found.  
 

This refrain – sounded here and again at the end – imposes a trajectory of ‘lostness’ and ‘foundedness’ over the 
more conventionally religious one of sin and forgiveness. 
 

Let’s admit: the older brother has very reasonable grounds for complaint. His ‘conversion’ to the way his father 
sees things and behaves is difficult. We never learn whether he goes in and shares in the music and dancing or 
whether anger and resentment keep him forever outside. 
 

And that is the real bite of the parable. Are you inside with the younger brother joining in the celebration of 
God’s mercy or does anger and resentment keep you stamping your foot with the older son outside?  Like so 
many of Jesus’ parables this is one is basically saying, ‘Come to the feast’. The only blockage is what may lie, 
unconverted, in your heart. 
 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 

 
Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological 
College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion College, Kew (1979-84) and a delegate 
to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome, in 
1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission (Rome) (1990-96) and 
President of the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1999. 
Brendan Byrne is the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives workshops on scripture to clergy and 
parish communities. 


