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1st Sunday of Lent - Year C 
5th & 6th March 2022 

Message from Archbishop Comensoli concerning Russian military 
incursion into the nation of Ukraine  

 
Dear faithful in Christ,  
 
It is with deep concern and heartbreak that we witness the military incursion of Russian 
forces into the sovereign nation of Ukraine. Violent conflict is never the answer to 
tensions between nations; reconciliation will not come by way of unjustified military 
imposition.  

 
Despite Australia being such a long way away, nonetheless the prospect of war in Europe 
will impact not only on the innocent civilians of Ukraine, but on all who seek harmony 
between peoples.  
 
May our own attention to the worrying development of conflict in Europe turn our hearts to 
prayer.  
 
As we pray for that gift of peace that only the Lord Jesus can give, may we also bring into 
our prayer the peoples of Lebanon and the Middle East, and in African countries such as 
Ethiopia and Nigeria. It is not without deep concern that religious faith is part of the story 
in each of these places.  
 
The Holy Father has invited the global Church to a day of Fasting and Prayer for Peace 
on Ash Wednesday (2 March). My brother in Christ, Bishop Mykola Bychok, the Eparch of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia, will join me at the 1pm Cathedral Mass on Ash 
Wednesday, and will preach at that Mass. That evening, I will then join him at the 
Cathedral of Ss Peter and Paul, North Melbourne, for a Liturgy of Intercession for Peace.  
 
All of us can do what we can in praying for the emerging conflict, for the conversion of 
hearts, especially for national leaders, and for working in our own back yard for peaceful 
action of justice and reconciliation. For private prayer, perhaps we could turn to the 
prayer of Jesus for peace in John’s Gospel (Ch14).  
 
May the God of peace enter the hearts of those who are intent on war, and may the 
Queen of Peace intercede with her Son, the Prince of peace, for the sake of the peoples 
of Ukraine here and in their homeland.  
 
With every grace and blessing, I remain  
 
Yours in Christ Jesus.  
 
Most Rev Peter A Comensoli 
Archbishop of Melbourne 
 
——————————————————- 

 

Project Compassion  
Together, we can help vulnerable 

communities face their challenges today 
and build a better tomorrow For All Future 

Generations. You can donate through 
Project Compassion donation boxes and 

envelopes or by visiting lent.caritas.org.au, 
or by calling 1800 024 413.  



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2022 
 

Monday 7 March 2022 
No Service 
 

Tuesday 8 March 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass and Adoration/Rosary 
10.00am Sunday Reflection for Lent - GA 
12.00pm Internment for Laurie Peter Ridgall 
07.00pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 

 

Wednesday 9 March 2022 
10.00am Novena 
10.20am Rosary & Benediction 
11.00am Healing Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary  
07.00pm Alpha Youth - GA 

 

Thursday 10 March 2022  
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass followed by Rosary 
07.30pm RCIA via Zoom 
 

Friday 11 March 2022 
09.00am Morning Prayer/Mass and Rosary 
07.00pm Way of the Cross - Church 
07.00pm Holy Trinity Indonesian Community - GA 

 

Saturday 12 March 2022 
09.00am Mass followed by Confession/Adoration  
09.30am Divine Mercy Chaplet 
05.30pm Mass 
07.30pm Alpha via Zoom (Vietnamese) 
 

Sunday 13 March 2022 
09.00am Mass - Morning Tea after Mass - GA 
10.00am New Choir Members Meet and Discussion - 
Choir Stalls in Church  
10.00am Reconciliation Class - Lesson 2 
11.00am Mass  
05.30pm Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
Sick 
Pat Nitz, Peter Smyth, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby, Patricia 
Simpson, Frances Murray, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, John 
Anderson, Bernice Collins, Raymond Anderson, Matthew Cahill, 
Rosemary Rodriquez, Rissa Lara Yu, Rae Barrett, Michael Yau 
 

Anniversary 
John Jayamaha, Edith Wijeyesekera  
 

Recently Deceased 
Douglas Smithe, Fr Kevin Mogg 

Weekly Envelopes - New Envelopes Ready for Collection  
Due to a decline in weekly giving using envelopes, 
please be advised that you have been reallocated a 
new envelope number. So, please DO NOT use any 
old envelopes and just discard them. Start using the 
new set you would’ve picked up from the gathering area. For any 
parishioners that find themselves without a set of envelopes and 
would like one please contact the parish office and we will help 
with that. We thank you for your ongoing support of our parish. 
 

Morning Tea to Resume after 9am Sunday Mass  
We are excited to be able to resume our regular morning tea after 
the 9am Sunday Mass. This will resume from this Sunday 6th 
March in the Gathering Area. All are welcome to join for a cup of 
tea after mass.  
 

Healing Mass - 11am Wednesday 9th March  
The next Healing Mass will be held on this Wednesday 
9th March at 11am. We invite everyone to come to 
mass and receive a special blessing and anointing.    
 

Way of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross during Lenten Times are being held each 
Friday night at 7.00pm, in the Church.   
 

Lenten Reflection Group 
All are welcome to join Fr Thinh for a Lenten Reflection Group 
every Tuesday at 10.15-11.15am in the Gathering Area. The group 
discusses the Sunday Gospel. 
 

Alpha Youth Group - Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Wednesday 9th March 7pm in the 
Gathering Area of the Church. Food will be provided.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society: Food Collection - This Weekend  
Vinnies Monthly Food Collection will be held this weekend on the 
5th & 6th March 2022. The most useful items are the staples such 
as: Pasta & pasta sources, rice, baked beans & other canned food 
& soups, canned fruit, spreads such as vegemite, peanut butter 
and jams and also breakfast cereals and long life milk as well as 
canned fish such as tuna and sardines. Donations can also be 
made to the Poor Box which is situated near the entrance to the 
Gathering Area. Thank you in anticipation for your generosity.  

 

Quote of the week: 
"Lent is a time of going very deeply into ourselves... What is it that 
stands between us and God? Between us and our brothers and 
sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit? Whatever it is, 

let us relentlessly tear it out, without a moment's 
hesitation.” (Catherine Doherty) 

 

Joke of the week: 
“Get behind me, Satan!”:   

I saw a cartoon on this notion recently. “A woman had bought a 
new dress which was very expensive. Her husband asked why she 
had been so extravagant. She replied, “The Devil made me do it.” 
“Well,” the husband asked, “Why didn’t you say, ‘Get thee behind 
me Satan!'” “I did,” explained the wife, “But he said it looked as 

good in back as it did in front.” So I bought it.”  

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
12/13 March 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Janice Silvana 
————————- 
Pauline 

Charlie Mellican 
Noela Corby 
 

Sun 
9.00am 

Juancho Natividad 
———————— 
Judy 

Betty McDonald 
Joy Guinane 

Sun 
11.00am 

Clare Gately 
———————— 
Dennis Yong 

April Lewis 
Tam Pham 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Shenuk  
———————— 
Rebecca 

Marie Serophim 
Netty Solomon 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

1st Sunday of the Month 
05/06 March 2022 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

Melan Goh 
———————— 
Pauline 

Mary Ann Borg 
Christine Wates 

Sun 
9.00am 

Sylvia Chua 
———————— 
Judy 

Rosa Coniglio 
Anna Gaetano  

Sun 
11.00am 

Clare Gately 
———————— 
Dennis Yong 

Anna Marie Ziino 
Antonella Gucciardo 

Sun 
5.30pm 

Kristin Jabay 
———————— 
Rebecca 

Netty Solomon  
Marie Serophim 



Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who would 
like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh? Perhaps the sick/
homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish 
community and would like to receive communion on a regular 
basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism information 
night must be attended prior to having your child baptised. 
Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to make a booking 
into one of the monthly sessions. Next session: Thursday 
7th April 2022 at 7:30pm in the Gathering Area. 
 

Thanksgiving Program - Ways to contribute 

• Envelopes (weekly, monthly, quarterly or yearly) 

• Credit cards 

• Direct debits (set up by the parish office) 

• Direct deposits to the parish account details can be 
found below. 

 Account Name:   St Scholastica’s Parish 
 BSB:     083 347  
 Account Number:   68681 8033  
 Reference    Please use Envelope  
     number 
You can set up your direct deposit or credit card contributions 
yourself. Please always use your envelope number. Or 
Amelia and Dominique can assist with this. Please pop in to 
see us, send us an email or call us,  lots of ways to help you 
out. 
 

When receiving your new credit card please contact us with 
the new details if you wish to continue to contribute. 
We are thankful for all the support you give our parish 
especially during these challenging times.  
 
Are You a Singer? 
In the St. Scholastica’s Choir we are looking to 
add new singers to our pews. If you can sing - 
in a group (it’s easier in a group), you will find it 
a rewarding contribution to your catholic life and 
well-being while it’s also a contribution to the life of our 
communion of Catholic parishioners. 
 

Knowing it can be a bit of barrier to start from nothing, I am 
prepared to nurture a new group from scratch. Hymns, 
psalms and Mass parts are learnt piece by piece, so If we 
have newcomers we will offer to have regular choir practice 
with your development in mind.  
 

So starting from the First Sunday in Lent I will be on hand in 
the choir stalls every week at 10 AM Sundays to initially meet 
and discuss with anyone, before moving step by step into 
learning our music. If you’re just interested enough to learn 
as a congregant we can go over any songs you’re trying to 
get on top of, or we can just have a chat about the music or 
the role in general. I am prepared to continue regular 
sessions after Easter as well. During Lent we will go through 
the psalms and liturgies of the season up to Easter. I look 
forward to your interest.  
 

Dennis Murphy, Music Ministry Coordinator, 0419 336 602. 
 

Plants, Books and Variety Sale  
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will hold a Book & 
Plant Sale, Saturday 26 March 9 am – 2 pm. at 154 Cotham 
Road Kew.  Proceeds from the Sale will go to assist the 
many needs of the missions. Enquiries: 9817 3715. 

Information Session for the Permanent Diaconate  
Do you feel like being called to serve? The Permanent 
Diaconate is open to single and married men who want to 
serve God and the Church as ordained ministers. An 
Information Session about the Permanent Diaconate will be 
held on Saturday 2 April 2022, 10:00-11.45am at the 
Catholic Theological College (CTC), East Melbourne.  
For more information:  
Watch: Melbourne’s Deacons https://youtu.be/q2RhNDbtTS0  
Read More: https://www.cam1.org.au/permanent-diaconate  
Contact: Office of the Permanent Diaconate on 03 9412 335 
or diaconate@cam.org.au  
 

Course to gain discipleship and facilitation skills. 
A Small Group Leader and Facilitator Training course, as a 
part of the “Life of Grace and Mercy” program, will commence 
on Thursday 17 March, from 6.45pm to 9.15pm, at the AUIP 
Inc. Centre in Nunawading. There will be seven sessions in 
total, with a 2-week break over the Easter holiday. The 
sessions follow a constructive series of DVDs, and cover 
issues including effective discipleship, constructive ways to 
deal with grief or loss, issues in relationships, dealing with 
difficult behaviour, and the core issues of recovery for 
suffering people. The course would assist anyone who is 
involved in parish or mission work, or who wishes to gain 
skills in these areas. Applications close on Monday 14 March. 
For further details, and enrolments, contact Eva Kimnes on 
0412 035 685 or email: auip@tpg.com.au. 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

From today’s Gospel reading: 

Jesus answered him, 
"It is written, ‘One does not live on bread alone.’" 

 

Reflection: 
The tempter puts three choices before Jesus and three times 
Jesus responds quoting Scripture. The story joins the 
presence of the Spirit with the guiding words of Scripture. Is 
that how we can face temptation and stay true to our 
Christian identity, from the enlightenment and formation we 
receive through Scripture under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit? 
 

So, we ask ourselves 

• Have the Scriptures been a bread for me in my attempts 
to live a Christian life? 

• Have I considered a disciplined and daily reading of 
Scripture this Lent? 

https://youtu.be/q2RhNDbtTS0
https://www.cam1.org.au/permanent-diaconate


Email dkmenzies@optusnet.com.au 
Or visit our website  

Www.stscholasticaparish.com.au 

Mowing / Gardening 
Reasonable rates 
Local parishioner 
John 0417 867 022 



The 1st Sunday of Lent Year C - 
5/6 March 2022 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 90:15-
16 

When he calls on me, I will answer 
him; I will deliver him and give him 
glory, I will grant him length of days. 
 
First Reading: Dt 26:4-10 

A reading from the book of 
Deuteronomy 
 

The confession of faith of the elect. 
 

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest 
shall take the pannier from your 
hand and lay it before the altar of the 
Lord your God. Then, in the sight of 
the Lord your God, you must make 
this pronouncement: 
“My father was a wandering 
Aramaean. He went down into Egypt 
to find refuge there, few in numbers; 
but there he became a nation, great, 
mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-
treated us, they gave us no peace 
and inflicted harsh slavery on us. But 
we called on the Lord, the God of our 
fathers. The Lord heard our voice 
and saw our misery, our toil and our 
oppression; and the Lord brought us 
out of Egypt with mighty hand and 
outstretched arm, with great terror, 
and with signs and wonders. He 
brought us here and gave us this 
land, a land where milk and honey 
flow. Here then I bring the first-fruits 
of the produce of the soil that you, 
Lord, have given me.” You must then 
lay them before the Lord your God, 
and bow down in the sight of the 
Lord your God.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Ps 90:1-2. 10-15. R. v.15 

R. Be with me, Lord, when I am in 
trouble. 
 
He who dwells in the shelter of the 
Most High and abides in the shade 
of the Almighty says to the Lord: ‘My 
refuge, my stronghold, my God in 
whom I trust!’ R. 
 
Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague 
approach where you dwell. For you 
has he commanded his angels, to 
keep you in all your ways. R. 
 

 
 
 
They shall bear you upon their hands 
lest you strike your foot against a 
stone. On the lion and the viper you 
will tread and trample the young lion 
and the dragon. R. 
 
His love he set on me, so I will 
rescue him; protect him for he knows 
my name. When he calls I shall 
answer: ‘I am with you.’ I will save 
him in distress and give him glory. R. 
 

Second Reading: Rom 10:8-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to 
the Romans 

The confession of faith of the 
believers in Christ. 

Scripture says: The word, that is the 
faith we proclaim, is very near to 
you, it is on your lips and in your 
heart. If your lips confess that Jesus 
is Lord and if you believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the 
dead, then you will be saved. By 
believing from the heart you are 
made righteous; by confessing with 
your lips you are saved. When 
scripture says: those who believe in 
him will have no cause for shame, it 
makes no distinction between Jew 
and Greek: all belong to the same 
Lord who is rich enough, however 
many ask for his help, for everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Mt 4:4 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory!! 
 

Gospel: Lk 4:1-13  

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was 
led by the Spirit through the 
wilderness where he was tempted. 

 

 

 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left 
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit 
through the wilderness, being 
tempted there by the devil for forty 
days. During that time he ate nothing 
and at the end he was hungry. Then 
the devil said to him, ‘If you are the 
Son of God, tell this stone to turn into 
a loaf.’ But Jesus replied, ‘Scripture 
says: Man does not live on bread 
alone.’ 

Then leading him to a height, the 
devil showed him in a moment of 
time all the kingdoms of the world 
and said to him, ‘I will give you all 
this power and the glory of these 
kingdoms, for it has been committed 
to me and I give it to anyone I 
choose. Worship me, then, and it 
shall all be yours.’ But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him alone.’ 

Then he led him to Jerusalem and 
made him stand on the parapet of 
the Temple. ‘If you are the Son of 
God’, he said to him ‘throw yourself 
down from here, for scripture says: 

He will put his angels in charge of 
you to guard you, and again: 

They will hold you up on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a 
stone.’ 

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has 
been said: You must not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’ 

Having exhausted all these ways of 
tempting him, the devil left him, to 
return at the appointed time. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Mt 4:4 

One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth 
from the mouth of God. 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent  
Year C 

12 & 13 March 2022 
 

First Reading: Gen 15:5-12. 17-18  

Second Reading: Phil 3:17 – 4:1  

Gospel: Lk 9:28-36  



Scripture Commentary for the 1st Sunday of Lent - Year C 
 
Throughout human history, and especially within the great monotheistic religions, spiritual impulses of great 
power have sprung from the desert. In the wilderness, issues of good and evil are basic and clear. With 
comforts, supports and delusions stripped away, human beings must confront the conflict that is continually 
engaged in the depths of their being, determining motivations, choices and action.  
 

Very appropriately, the readings for the First Sunday of Lent each year present Jesus in this situation at the start 
of his ministry. He goes to the wilderness to confront the choices that lie before him if he is to be the Messiah 
that the Father is calling him to be.  
 

Lent is a time when we are invited to go into the desert with Jesus: to share both his conflict and his victory, to 
feel something of our own weakness and temptations, to know the depth of our reliance on God’s grace. Only 
so can genuine conversion occur. 
 

This sense of being grasped by God’s power rings through the first two readings. The First Reading, 
Deuteronomy 26:4-10, describes a ritual incumbent upon all Israelites as they brought the first fruits of the 
produce of their land to be offered to God in the Temple. The gift of the first fruits was a symbolic 
acknowledgment that the whole crop was the gift of God to Israel and, more fundamentally, that the entire land 
from which it was produced was the outcome of the great act of liberation whereby God delivered them from 
slavery in Egypt to give them this land. The little creed that the Israelite had to recite reinforced the sense of 
national identity flowing from this truth, fostering a sense of gratitude and dependence on God. 
 

In the Second Reading, Romans 10:8-13, St Paul updates this for Christian believers, with the central focus now 
being upon God’s mighty act in raising Christ from the dead. To confess this with all one’s heart is already to 
have a taste of a salvation that goes beyond ethnic boundaries to encompass the entire human race. 
The three temptations of Jesus in the Gospel, Luke 4:1-13, all bear in some way upon the nature and direction 
of this mission. Following his baptism by John, he has just been reminded of his unique status: ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved, my favour rests on you’ (3:21-22). Each temptation suggests a compromise that would not 
only make the mission less burdensome but would also seem appropriate in view of the special status that he, 
as Son of God, enjoys.  
 

The temptations, then, are subtle. Like all temptations to which people, otherwise basically virtuous, are 
vulnerable, they come under the guise of good.  
 

So, in first place, since Jesus is extremely hungry, it seems reasonable that he should use his miraculous 
powers for just one moment of self-interest. His response is sharp and clear: his powers are solely at the service 
of others.  
 

The second temptation conjures up possession of political authority and power throughout the world. Again, 
within the ambit of conventional messianic expectation, this is not an inappropriate ambition for the messianic 
Son of God. The issue is whether he should gain such authority now by worshipping the one (the devil) who 
claims to be able to give it or whether he should not wait to receive it from the hands of God. The first is an easy 
and immediate path to lordship, but choosing it will simply preserve the present situation where rulers exercise 
authority in the world in oppressive and violent ways (cf. 22:25). The alternative is to embrace the path where 
the authority to be exercised is one that serves rather than dominates (22:26-27). If God alone is to be 
worshipped and all humanity made to feel at home in God’s house, this is the way God’s Son must choose. 
 

The final temptation, to cast himself down from the Temple pinnacle, rests upon a divine pledge of protection for 
the messianic king contained in Psalsm 91:11-12. What an effective way to launch a messianic career! Jesus, 
however, rebuts such a test of God. What he will experience in Jerusalem will be rejection, shame and 
humiliation. But God will indeed ‘bear him up’: raising him from the dead and making him ‘Lord of all’ (Acts 
10:36; Phil 2:9-11). 
 

So Jesus emerges from the conflict with the true direction of his mission irreversibly set. Son of God though he 
is and ‘special’ beyond all other human beings in this sense, he will not be exempt from treading the ordinary 
path of human life. Obedient as God’s Son to the pattern of divine love and grace that drives him, he will enter 
fully into the pain and evil of the world to transform it from within and thereby reclaim it for true humanity. 
 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 
Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological 
College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion College, Kew (1979-84) and a delegate 
to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome, in 
1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission (Rome) (1990-96) and 
President of the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1999. 
Brendan Byrne is the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives workshops on scripture to clergy and 
parish communities. 


