
Christmas Message - “May Christ be born in you." 
 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

I came across a beautiful story by Sue Monk Kidd who wrote about her visit to a 
monastery during Christmas. As she passed a monk walking outside the church and 
said, “Merry Christmas.” And the monk replied, “May Christ be born in you.” At the 
time, Kidd thought that this was a very weird greeting. But she never forgot it. As time 
went by, she came to realise the power of that simple greeting: “May Christ be born in 
you.” When Christ dwells within, there is peace. 
 

So, as we celebrate the birth of Christ this Christmas, let Christ be born in our hearts 
not just this Christmas day, but the whole year; not just the whole year, but our whole 
lives. Christmas is not simply the remembrance of the Event that took place about 
2000 years ago, but it is really about living reality that is repeated every year in the 
hearts of believers. That is, Christmas reminds us that God is with us in the person of 
Jesus Christ. He is the Emmanuel - God with Us. 
 

Christmas also reminds us that we gather as a people of hope and promise because 
Jesus accompanies us in every moment of our lives. May we experience the God of 
Promise in the birth of Jesus as we gather for Christmas this year. We know that once 
we meet Jesus Christ and accept him, our lives are changed forever. 
 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ and as we come to the end of the year, I am 
counting my blessings. You are a blessing to me. I feel very much at home here 
because of all the love you have given me during my first year in the parish. I want to 
say a BIG THANK YOU. 
 

Also, I would like to thank all of our parishioners for your commitment to our parish this 
past year. The giving of your time, talent and treasure to the Lord continues to bear 
fruit for the Kingdom of God. Thanks to all who worked so hard to make our Christmas 
celebrations truly wonderful. And a special thank you to the devoted members of the 
various ministries in our parish and especially to those who worked quietly, behind the 
scenes. 
 

Finally, my thanks to all of you who have 
been faithful parishioners, for all you do 
even through the tough times during the 
pandemic. It is with humble joy that I 
give thanks for the honour of serving as 
your Parish Priest. Thank you for all 
your support and prayers. 
 
“For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

May God bless you this Christmas, may all darkness of your lives be removed by the 
light of Christ. May Christ be born in you and may your hearts be filled with the Joy of 
Christ’s birth. Have a very blessed Christmas and a peaceful and safe New Year. 
 

With every grace and blessing, 
 

Fr Thinh Nguyen PP 
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 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2020 
 

Thursday 23 December - Parish Office Closes for 
2021 
09.00am Mass 

 

Friday 24 December  
09.00am Mass 
 

Christmas Eve & Saturday 25 December - Christmas 
Day (see next page) 

 

Sunday 26 December - Holy Family 
09.00am Mass 
11.00am Mass 
05.30pm Mass  
 

Monday 27 December 
NO Mass 
 

Tuesday 28 December 
NO Mass 
 

Wednesday 29 December 
10.00am Adoration 
11.00am Mass 
 

Thursday 30 December  
09.00am Mass 
 

Friday 31 December - New Year’s Eve 
09.00am Mass 
06.00pm Holy hour and Benediction 
07.00pm Mass 
 
Saturday 1 January 2022  - New Year’s Day 
09.00am Mass 

Remembering Our Community 
Sick 
 

Pat Nitz, Maeve Coady, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby,  
Nancy Simpson, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, Frances 
Murray, John Corby, Raymond Anderson, Bernice Collins 
 

Anniversaries 
Victoria Mary Wellesley-Winter 
 

Recently Deceased 
Gerry O’Brien, Brian Sheridan, Teresa Coghlan 

Wearing of Masks in Church - REQUIRED 
Please wear masks when they are in the church. 
 

From today’s Gospel reading 
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Reflection 
Christmas reminds us of the gift God is giving us all year 
round – Jesus. What shall we do with this precious, 
invaluable gift we have received? Share it, of course. 
Give to others the way God has given to us. Give free of 
charge – mercy, forgiveness, love and compassion – gifts 
that never stops giving.  
 

So, we ask ourselves:  
 

• How do I experience the gift of Christ in my daily life? 

• How can I share that gift with others? 
 
Quote of the Week 
The glow of Christmas does not fend off the misery, the 
uncertainty, the anxiety, the confusion of the world. 
Catholics have never thought it did. For the mystery of 
evil, Christmas offers no philosophical explanation. 
Rather, Christmas tells a story that points us to the 
conclusions that because of God’s passionate and 
unconditional lover for us, the ultimate ending, the final 
word will be joyful, not despairing; happy, not sad. 
Christmas validates our hope. And in the words of 
composer Gerry Herman, "We need a little Christmas, 
now."  
—Bishop Joseph Gossman, Raleigh, N.C. 
 

Joke of the Week 
A few days before Christmas, two young brothers were 
spending the night at their grandparent’s house. When it 
was time to go to bed, anxious to do the right thing, they 
both knelt down to say their prayers. 
Suddenly, the younger one began to do so in a very loud 
voice. “Dear Lord, please ask Santa Claus to bring me a 
play-station, a mountain-bike and a telescope.” 
His older brother leaned over and nudged his brother and 
said, “Why are you shouting your prayers? God isn’t 
deaf.” 
“I know,” he replied. “But Grandma is!”  

CHRISTMAS ROSTERS 

Day Mass 
Time 

24/25/26 December 2021 

Covid  
Marshall 

Readers/
Musician 

Special Minis-
ters 

Friday 
24th 
Dec  

 5.30pm Ha  
Nguyen  
F Cordeiro  

Children 
————-- 
Mae/Ray 

Noela Corby 
Franklin 
Rozario 

8.00pm Blossom-
Figueirado 
Cheryl 
Chiam  

Melan Goh 
————-- 
Sean 

 
Daniel Leong 

10pm Ray Wates R Corderio 
————-- 
Judy 

Marie Serophim 
Christine Wates 

Satur-
day  
25th 
Dec  

 9.00am Dom  
Coniglio 

C Tumilovics 
————-- 
Dennis Y 

Dominic &  
Rosa 
Coniglio 

11.00am Neil  
Solomon 

C Tumilovics 
————-- 
Henry  

Tam Pham 
Quyen Truong 

Sunday  
26th 
Dec  

 9.00am J Natividad 
———— 
Judy 

Laurine Shane 
Dominic  
Coniglio 

D Coniglio 

11.00am Clare Gately 
————-- 
Dennis Y 

Antonella  
Gucciardo 
Willard Lewis 

R Lal & J 
Tong  

5.30pm Paul Borg 
————-- 
Sean 

Michael Chan 
Netty Solomon 

B 
Figueirado 

St Scholastica’s parish community offers  
prayers and sincere condolences to the  
Sheridan family on the passing of Brian.  
 
Rest in peace Brian. Your smile will always  
remain with us.  



ST SCHOLASTICA’S PARISH  

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2021 

348 Burwood Highway – BENNETTSWOOD VIC 3125 

Phone: 9808 1006 – Email: stschpar@bigpond.net.au 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER 2021 

  

5:00 PM NATIVITY PLAY 

5:30 PM MASS of VIGIL 

All children are invited to come 

dressed as their favourite Nativity 

character. 

  

7.30 PM CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

8:00 PM MASS 

  

9.30 PM CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

10:00 PM MASS 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

SATURDAY 25 DECEMBER 2021 

  

9:00 AM MASS 

11:00 AM MASS 

  

HOLY FAMILY 

SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021 

  

9:00 AM MASS 

11:00 AM MASS 

5:30 PM MASS 

  

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

FRIDAY 31 DECEMBER 2021 

  

6:00 PM HOLY HOUR &  

BENEDICTION 

7:00 PM MASS 

  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

SATURDAY 1 JANUARY 2022 

  

9:00 AM MASS 

mailto:stschpar@bigpond.net.au


Parish Office  
The Parish Office is now closed for the holiday period. 
It will reopen on Wednesday 12th January 2022. We 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a wonderful and 
safe 2022. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Wishing all our parishioners, the staff and students at 
St Scholastica’s Primary School and Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd a safe and happy holidays! We look 
forward to seeing you all back in 2022 refreshed for a 
new year! 
 
Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who 
would like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh or Deacon An 
Le? Perhaps the sick/homebound person is feeling 
isolated from the parish community and would like to 
receive communion on a regular basis. Please phone 
the parish office on 9808 1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism 
information night must be attended prior to having 
your child baptised. Contact the parish office on 9808 
1006 to make a booking into one of the monthly 
sessions. Next session: Thursday 3 February 2022. 
 

 
St Scholastica’s Sacramental Preparation Program  
Registrations for our 2022 Sacramental Preparation 
Program are now open. Please see details and an 
enrolment form further back in Chimes. Enrolment 
forms can accessed by going to: https://
stscholasticaparish.com.au/sacraments/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Updating your Thanksgiving 
If you prefer to use Direct Deposit for your 
thanksgiving contributions and no longer require 
envelopes, please contact the Parish Office so we can 
cancel the supply of your envelopes and provide you 
with a new thanksgiving number.    
 
Thanksgiving Program 
Due to the extended lockdown weekly Thanksgiving 
Envelopes are not able to be currently dropped in. If 
you would like to make a direct deposits for your 
Thanksgiving contribution, the parish account details 
can be found below. 
− Account Name:  St Scholastica’s Parish 
− BSB:    083 347  
− Account Number:  68681 8033  
− Reference   Please use as reference: 
    Envelope number 
You can set up a direct debit or monthly credit card 
giving by contacting the parish office. 
 

A Christmas Prayer 

Jesus, the Light of the World, as we 
celebrate your birth, may we begin to see 

the world in the light of understanding you 
give us. As you chose the lowly, the 

outcasts, and the poor to receive the 
greatest news the world had ever known, 
so may we worship you in meekness of 

heart. May we also remember our brothers 
and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in 

this season of giving. Amen. 

— Karen L. Oberst 

https://stscholasticaparish.com.au/sacraments/
https://stscholasticaparish.com.au/sacraments/


25th December 2021 
Christmas Vigil Mass  
 
Entrance Antiphon 
The Lord said to me: You are my 
Son. It is I who have begotten you 
this day. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
A son is given to us. 

The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; on those who 
live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at harvest 
time, as men are happy when they 
are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on 
him, the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of 
Midian. 
For all the footgear of battle, 
every cloak rolled in blood, 
is burnt and consumed by fire. 
For there is a child born for us, 
a son given to us and dominion is 
laid on his shoulders; and this is the 
name they give him: 
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 
Wide is his dominion in a peace that 
has no end, for the throne of David 
and for his royal power, which he 
establishes and makes secure in 
justice and integrity. 
From this time onwards and for ever, 
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts 
will do this. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm: Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 
R. Today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 
R. 

Proclaim his help day by day, 
tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the 
peoples. R. 
 
 

Let the heavens rejoice and earth be 
glad, let the sea and all within it 
thunder praise, let the land and all it 
bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for 
joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he 
comes, he comes to rule the earth. 
R. 

With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his 
truth. R. 
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul 
to Titus 
God's grace has been revealed to all people. 

God's grace has been revealed, and 
it has made salvation possible for 
the whole human race and taught us 
that what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to 
God, and all our worldly ambitions; 
we must be self-restrained and live 
good and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are waiting 
in hope for the blessing which will 
come with the Appearing of the glory 
of our great God and saviour Christ 
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in 
order to set us free from all 
wickedness and to purify a people 
so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do 
good. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Luke 2:10-11 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the 
world: today is born our Saviour, 
Christ the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
Today a Saviour has been born for you. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
for a census of the whole world to 
be taken. This census - the first - 
took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be 
registered. So Joseph set out from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee and 
travelled up to Judaea, to the town 
of David called Bethlehem, since he 

was of David's House and line, in 
order to be registered together with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. While they were there the time 
came for her to have her child, and 
she gave birth to a son, her first-
born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for 
them at the inn. In the countryside 
close by there were shepherds who 
lived in the fields and took it in turns 
to watch their flocks during the 
night. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of 
the Lord shone round them. They 
were terrified, but the angel said, 
'Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared 
by the whole people. Today in the 
town of David a saviour has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
And here is a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.' And 
suddenly with the angel there was a 
great throng of the heavenly host, 
praising God and singing: 

'God to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace to men who enjoy his 
favour'. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Communion Antiphon 
The Word became flesh, and we 
have seen his glory. 



The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Understandably, the Lectionary offers a rich selection of Scriptural texts for this midnight celebration of Christ ’s birth, 
perhaps the most loved of the entire year. 

The magnificent passage from Isaiah that forms the First Reading, Isa 9:1-17, seems in its original context to be a poem 
celebrating the birth of a prince to the ruling house of David. In a situation where the fortunes of the people have evidently 
sunk very low, the birth of a male heir gives rise to hopes for a future that will recall the glories of the original kingdom of 
David and Solomon. The series of remarkable names and epithets bestowed upon the prince reflect the sense of 
closeness to divinity attributed to rulers in the Ancient Near East. Attributed to Jesus Christ in the light of the later belief in 
his unique status and role, the titles attain a whole new meaning. As divine Wisdom he is ‘wonderful Counsellor’; he is 
‘mighty God’, ‘Father of the world to come’, ‘Prince of (everlasting) peace’.  

The beginning of the account of Jesus’ birth that forms the Gospel, Luke 2:1-14, reflects Luke’s concern always to relate 
‘sacred history’ (the saving events of Jesus’ life) to concrete historical circumstances. The Roman emperor Caesar 
Augustus, ruler of the sole superpower of the time, has decreed a universal census. Along with countless other subjects of 
Rome, the family of Jesus has to submit to this requirement. No matter! The grave inconvenience for Joseph and Mary is 
all gathered into a divine plan. The census means that Jesus will be born where Israel’s Messiah should be born: in 
David’s city, Bethlehem.  

Almost but not quite! There is no room for Joseph and Mary in the town caravansary, the place where travellers would 
normally find lodging (‘Caravansary’ rather than, as traditionally, ‘inn’, better translates the Greek word katalyma). So Mary 
gives birth to her child outside the town, the added detail about laying him in a manger suggesting a barn or stall for the 
housing of animals. Wrapping a new-born child in ‘bands of cloth’ (‘swaddling cloths’) is what any careful Palestinian 
mother would do. The details convey the sense that this royal child, son of David (and indeed, as we know [Luke 1:32-35]) 
‘Son of God’) shares from the first moments of his life the common lot of humankind. His birth takes place on the margins 
of society, beginning a pattern to be realised over and over in his life and ministry.  

The marginal situation of Jesus’ birth, on the outskirts of the town, renders it accessible to a group particularly on the 
margins of society themselves. The shepherds of Bethlehem are the first of the ‘poor’ to whom, in accordance with the 
scriptural promises (Isa 61:1), the ‘good news’ of the Saviour’s birth is announced. 

Like Mary herself (1:27), the shepherds initially take fright at the heavenly apparition. They are reassured. What they hear 
is a message ‘of great joy for all the people’ (cf. the First Reading): the birth of a ‘Saviour, who is Christ the Lord’. In the 
Greco-Roman world ‘saviour’ was a title bestowed upon kings and rulers who brought peace and prosperity to their 
realms. In particular, the emperor Augustus, in whose reign Jesus was born, was acclaimed paradigm saviour on the 
grounds that his rule had brought peace – or at least the absence of war – to the entire world. Now, in the brief Gloria 
canticle, a multitude of the heavenly army signal the birth of a Saviour bringing peace of a different kind: 

<i>Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those who enjoy God’s favour.</i> 

The Gospel is not setting Jesus as Saviour over against the civil power (Rome) in a hostile sense. But by placing the birth 
of Jesus within this context it claims the notions of salvation and peace for the divine project now under way. The true 
peace for which the world longs can only flow from the divine favour that the ministry of Jesus will bring.  

The final phrase does not suggest, in a restrictive sense, that some will ‘enjoy God’s favour’ and others not. It expresses 
the divine initiative. God’s favour is poured out upon the entire world, but only those who have the faith to believe that God 
is so gracious and so generous will enjoy its benefits to the full.  

Like Mary, the shepherds are told to go in search of a sign: a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger (v. 
12). The sign describes something unusual but not in itself remarkable – in the way, for instance, that the pregnancy of the 
aged and hitherto barren Elizabeth was remarkable. But when the shepherds – again like Mary (1:39) – go ‘with haste’ to 
Bethlehem and find the child lying in the manger exactly as they had been told by the angels, the coming together of 
promise and reality constitutes the sign they had been sent to find. They know now that what they have been told is 
reliable and true. They have ‘knowledge of salvation’ (1:77).  

In this way the shepherds join Zechariah and Mary in modelling the reception of salvation as Luke understands it. One can 
experience salvation before receiving all the promised blessings. To see that the gap between promise and reality has 
been overcome in some lesser way gives confidence that God will in due course faithfully bring to pass the full measure. 
This is what the canticles of Mary and Zechariah affirm and what the shepherds also acknowledge when they return 
‘glorifying and praising God’ (v. 20). Salvation, then, has essentially to do with a sense that God is faithful. It connotes, to 
be sure, the attainment of eternal life. But it begins when people discern instances of God’s faithfulness in their lives. 
These instances then become ‘signs’ of a more complete measure of salvation to come. 

The Second Reading, from Paul’s Letter to Titus (2:11-14) picks up this sense of the salvation already revealed in the 
appearance of the Son of God in human form as a sign and pledge of a salvation made ‘possible for the whole human 
race’. So the Apostle reminds Titus of how the lives of believers should be transformed by the hope for the (second) 
appearing of ‘our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ’, one of the rare instances in the New Testament where Jesus 
Christ is explicitly termed ‘God’. While we celebrate this evening the first ‘appearance’ of our Saviour, we do not lose sight 
of the final, glorious ‘appearance’, the fullness of salvation of which it is the pledge. 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 

Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit 
Theological College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion College, 
Kew (1979-84) and a delegate to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a visiting 
professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome, in 1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a 
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission (Rome) (1990-96) and President of the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-
01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1999. Brendan Byrne is the author of nine 
books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives workshops on scripture to clergy and parish communities. 



The Nativity of Our Lord 
Mass During the Day  
25 December 2021 
9 am & 11 am 

  
 

Entrance Antiphon 
A child is born for us, and a son is 
given to us; his sceptre of power 
rests upon his shoulder, and his 
name will be called Messenger of 
great counsel. 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
All the ends of the earth shall see the saving 
power of our God. 

How beautiful on the mountains, 
are the feet of one who brings good 
news, who heralds peace, brings 
happiness, proclaims salvation, 
and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ 
Listen! Your watchmen raise their 
voices, they shout for joy together, 
for they see the Lord face to face, 
as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord 
is consoling his people, redeeming 
Jerusalem. 
The Lord bares his holy arm in the 
sight of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Psalm: Ps 97:1-6 
 

R. All the ends of the earth have 
seen the saving power of God. 

Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. R. 

The Lord has made known his 
salvation; 
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and 
love 
for the house of Israel. R. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. R. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the 
harp, with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn acclaim the King, the Lord. R. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews 
In our own time, God speaks to us through 
his Son. 

At various times in the past and in 
various different ways, God spoke to 
our ancestors through the prophets; 
but in our own time, the last days, he 
has spoken to us through his Son, 
the Son that he has appointed to 
inherit everything and through whom 
he made everything there is. He is 
the radiant light of God’s glory and 
the perfect copy of his nature, 
sustaining the universe by his 
powerful command; and now that he 
has destroyed the defilement of sin, 
he has gone to take his place in 
heaven at the right hand of divine 
Majesty. So he is now as far above 
the angels as the title which he has 
inherited is higher than their own 
name. 

God has never said to any angel: 
You are my Son, today I have 
become your father, or I will be a 
father to him and he a son to me. 
Again, when he brings the First-born 
into the world, he says: Let all the 
angels of God worship him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the 
Lord. Today a great light has come 
upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 
 

 
Gospel: John 1:1-18 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: 
the Word was with God and the 
Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but 
through him. 
All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, 
a light that shines in the dark, 
a light that darkness could not  
overpower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, as a witness 
to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness 
to speak for the light. 

The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; and he was 
coming into the world. 
He was in the world that had its 
being through him, and the world did 
not know him. 
He came to his own domain 
and his own people did not accept 
him. 
But to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of 
God, to all who believe in the name 
of him who was born not out of 
human stock or urge of the flesh or 
will of man but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, he lived 
among us, and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness. He 
proclaims: 
‘This is the one of whom I said: 
He who comes after me ranks before 
me because he existed before me.’ 

Indeed, from this fullness we have, 
all of us, received - yes, grace in 
return for grace, since, though the 
Law was given through Moses, grace 
and truth have come through Jesus 
Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; 
it is the only Son, who is nearest to 
the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 



The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Understandably, the Lectionary offers a rich selection of Scriptural texts for this midnight celebration of Christ ’s birth, 
perhaps the most loved of the entire year. 

The magnificent passage from Isaiah that forms the First Reading, Isa 9:1-17, seems in its original context to be a po-
em celebrating the birth of a prince to the ruling house of David. In a situation where the fortunes of the people have evi-
dently sunk very low, the birth of a male heir gives rise to hopes for a future that will recall the glories of the original king-
dom of David and Solomon. The series of remarkable names and epithets bestowed upon the prince reflect the sense of 
closeness to divinity attributed to rulers in the Ancient Near East. Attributed to Jesus Christ in the light of the later belief 
in his unique status and role, the titles attain a whole new meaning. As divine Wisdom he is ‘wonderful Counsellor’; he is 
‘mighty God’, ‘Father of the world to come’, ‘Prince of (everlasting) peace’.  

The beginning of the account of Jesus’ birth that forms the Gospel, Luke 2:1-14, reflects Luke’s concern always to relate 
‘sacred history’ (the saving events of Jesus’ life) to concrete historical circumstances. The Roman emperor Caesar Au-
gustus, ruler of the sole superpower of the time, has decreed a universal census. Along with countless other subjects of 
Rome, the family of Jesus has to submit to this requirement. No matter! The grave inconvenience for Joseph and Mary is 
all gathered into a divine plan. The census means that Jesus will be born where Israel’s Messiah should be born: in Da-
vid’s city, Bethlehem.  

Almost but not quite! There is no room for Joseph and Mary in the town caravansary, the place where travellers would 
normally find lodging (‘Caravansary’ rather than, as traditionally, ‘inn’, better translates the Greek word katalyma). So 
Mary gives birth to her child outside the town, the added detail about laying him in a manger suggesting a barn or stall 
for the housing of animals. Wrapping a new-born child in ‘bands of cloth’ (‘swaddling cloths’) is what any careful Palestin-
ian mother would do. The details convey the sense that this royal child, son of David (and indeed, as we know [Luke 
1:32-35]) ‘Son of God’) shares from the first moments of his life the common lot of humankind. His birth takes place on 
the margins of society, beginning a pattern to be realised over and over in his life and ministry.  

The marginal situation of Jesus’ birth, on the outskirts of the town, renders it accessible to a group particularly on the 
margins of society themselves. The shepherds of Bethlehem are the first of the ‘poor’ to whom, in accordance with the 
scriptural promises (Isa 61:1), the ‘good news’ of the Saviour’s birth is announced. 

Like Mary herself (1:27), the shepherds initially take fright at the heavenly apparition. They are reassured. What they 
hear is a message ‘of great joy for all the people’ (cf. the First Reading): the birth of a ‘Saviour, who is Christ the Lord’. In 
the Greco-Roman world ‘saviour’ was a title bestowed upon kings and rulers who brought peace and prosperity to their 
realms. In particular, the emperor Augustus, in whose reign Jesus was born, was acclaimed paradigm saviour on the 
grounds that his rule had brought peace – or at least the absence of war – to the entire world. Now, in the brief Gloria 
canticle, a multitude of the heavenly army signal the birth of a Saviour bringing peace of a different kind: 

<i>Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those who enjoy God’s favour.</i> 

The Gospel is not setting Jesus as Saviour over against the civil power (Rome) in a hostile sense. But by placing the 
birth of Jesus within this context it claims the notions of salvation and peace for the divine project now under way. The 
true peace for which the world longs can only flow from the divine favour that the ministry of Jesus will bring.  

The final phrase does not suggest, in a restrictive sense, that some will ‘enjoy God’s favour’ and others not. It expresses 
the divine initiative. God’s favour is poured out upon the entire world, but only those who have the faith to believe that 
God is so gracious and so generous will enjoy its benefits to the full.  

Like Mary, the shepherds are told to go in search of a sign: a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger 
(v. 12). The sign describes something unusual but not in itself remarkable – in the way, for instance, that the pregnancy 
of the aged and hitherto barren Elizabeth was remarkable. But when the shepherds – again like Mary (1:39) – go ‘with 
haste’ to Bethlehem and find the child lying in the manger exactly as they had been told by the angels, the coming to-
gether of promise and reality constitutes the sign they had been sent to find. They know now that what they have been 
told is reliable and true. They have ‘knowledge of salvation’ (1:77).  

In this way the shepherds join Zechariah and Mary in modelling the reception of salvation as Luke understands it. One 
can experience salvation before receiving all the promised blessings. To see that the gap between promise and reality 
has been overcome in some lesser way gives confidence that God will in due course faithfully bring to pass the full 
measure. This is what the canticles of Mary and Zechariah affirm and what the shepherds also acknowledge when they 
return ‘glorifying and praising God’ (v. 20). Salvation, then, has essentially to do with a sense that God is faithful. It con-
notes, to be sure, the attainment of eternal life. But it begins when people discern instances of God’s faithfulness in their 
lives. These instances then become ‘signs’ of a more complete measure of salvation to come. 

The Second Reading, from Paul’s Letter to Titus (2:11-14) picks up this sense of the salvation already revealed in the 
appearance of the Son of God in human form as a sign and pledge of a salvation made ‘possible for the whole human 
race’. So the Apostle reminds Titus of how the lives of believers should be transformed by the hope for the (second) ap-
pearing of ‘our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ’, one of the rare instances in the New Testament where Jesus Christ 
is explicitly termed ‘God’. While we celebrate this evening the first ‘appearance’ of our Saviour, we do not lose sight of 
the final, glorious ‘appearance’, the fullness of salvation of which it is the pledge. 
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Holy Family 
Sunday 26 December 2021 
 
Entrance Antiphon 
The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the 
Infant lying in a manger. 
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22. 
24-28 
A reading from the first book of 
Samuel 
For the whole of his life, Samuel shall be lent 
to the Lord. 

Hannah conceived and gave birth to 
a son, and called him Samuel ‘since’ 
she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’ 

When a year had gone by, the 
husband Elkanah went up again with 
all his family to offer the annual 
sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfil his 
vow. Hannah, however, did not go 
up, having said to her husband, ‘Not 
before the child is weaned. Then I 
will bring him and present him before 
the Lord and he shall stay there for 
ever.’ 

When she had weaned him, she 
took him up with her together with a 
three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour 
and a skin of wine, and she brought 
him to the temple of the Lord at 
Shiloh; and the child was with them. 
They slaughtered the bull and the 
child’s mother came to Eli. She said, 
‘If you please, my lord. As you live, 
my lord, I am the woman who stood 
here beside you, praying to the Lord. 
This is the child I prayed for, and the 
Lord granted me what I asked him. 
Now I make him over to the Lord for 
the whole of his life. He is made over 
to the Lord.’ 

There she left him, for the Lord. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10 
R. How happy they who dwell in 
your house, O Lord. 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, God of hosts. 
My soul is longing and yearning, 
is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my soul ring out their 
joy to God, the living God. R. 
 

They are happy, who dwell in your 
house, for ever singing your praise. 
They are happy, whose strength is in 
you; they walk with ever growing 
strength. R. 

 

 

 

O Lord, God of hosts, hear my 
prayer, give ear, O God of Jacob. 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
look on the face of your anointed. R. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-2. 21-
24 
A reading from the first letter of St. 
John 
He calls you his own children, and that is 
what you are. 

Think of the love that the Father has 
lavished on us, by letting us be 
called God’s children; and that is 
what we are. 
Because the world refused to 
acknowledge him, therefore it does 
not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the 
children of God but what we are to 
be in the future has not yet been 
revealed, all we know is, that when it 
is revealed we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he 
really is. 

My dear people, if we cannot be 
condemned by our own conscience, 
we need not be afraid in God’s 
presence, and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive, because we keep 
his commandments and live the kind 
of life that he wants. 
His commandments are these: 
that we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and that we love 
one another as he told us to. 
Whoever keeps his commandments 
lives in God and God lives in him. 
We know that he lives in us 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: cf Acts 
16:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
His parents found him in the temple, sitting 
among the learned men listening to them. 

Every year the parents of Jesus 
used to go to Jerusalem for the feast 
of the Passover. When he was 
twelve years old, they went up for  
 

 
 
 
 

the feast as usual. When they were 
on their way home after the feast, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem without his parents 
knowing it. They assumed he was 
with the caravan, and it was only 
after a day’s journey that they went 
to look for him among their relations 
and acquaintances. When they 
failed to find him they went back to 
Jerusalem looking for him 
everywhere. 

Three days later, they found him in 
the Temple, sitting among the 
doctors, listening to them, and 
asking them questions; and all those 
who heard him were astounded at 
his intelligence and his replies. They 
were overcome when they saw him, 
and his mother said to him, ‘My 
child, why have you done this to us? 
See how worried your father and I 
have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why 
were you looking for me?’ he replied. 
‘Did you not know that I must be 
busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But 
they did not understand what he 
meant. 

He then went down with them and 
came to Nazareth and lived under 
their authority. His mother stored up 
all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom, in 
stature, and in favour with God and 
men. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon 

Our God has appeared on the earth, 
and lived among us. 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year C 

Sunday 26 December 2021 
 

In respect to the family the New Testament shows a decided ambiguity. Documents that stem from the 
developed Christian tradition, such as the Pastoral Letters and the excerpt from the Letter to the 
Colossians included as the Second Reading for today, commend family life in a highly traditional way. The 
Synoptic tradition, however, with its roots in the teaching and practice of Jesus himself, insists that family 
ties can be a hindrance to following the call of the Kingdom. Did not Jesus say that no one could be his 
disciple without ‘hating’ one’s father, mother, wife, children, brothers and sisters’ (Luke 14:26)? Of course, 
such statements need not be taken at face value: Semitic idiom uses ‘love’ and ‘hate’ simply to express a 
preference for one thing over another. Still the ambiguity remains. 

But the task of finding some relevance to current family life is at least easier this year when the Year C 
readings for the feast of the Holy Family have as Gospel reading Luke’s account of the loss and finding of 
Jesus in the Temple when he was twelve years of age (2:41-52). This offers what might seem to be a 
more realistic view of family life. Though part of Luke’s Infancy Story, it presents Jesus no longer as a 
passive infant but as a young adolescent beginning to grasp, at this age, his adult identity.  

Luke tells the story in a way that brings out very strongly the element of misunderstanding between the 
boy and his parents. Jesus’ response to his mother’s complaint (‘My child, why have you done this to us? 
See how worried your father and I have been looking for you.’) reflects adolescent impatience: ‘Why were 
you searching for me? Did you not know I must be about my Father’s business?’ (or ‘in my Father’s house’ 
but ‘business’ seems more appropriate). On Mary’s lips, ‘father’ refers to her husband, Joseph. But Jesus 
is speaking of his Father in heaven. Into their tranquil family life bursts a sharp reminder of his true status 
as unique Son of God and of the destiny (the Father’s ‘business’) to which they are going to have to 
surrender him. This surrender, beginning here and now and culminating at the cross, is the ‘sword’ that will 
pierce Mary’s heart, as the aged Simeon has prophesied at the Presentation (2:35). 

It would be trite simply to say that here we see that the Holy Family was not immune to the trials of 
children going adolescence – though, of course, some comfort can be drawn from that. The Gospel is 
bringing out the uniqueness of Jesus as well as his identification with the ordinary human condition. ‘His 
Father’s business’, which will ultimately involve a very painful destiny indeed, is his mission to draw the 
entire human race back into a ‘family’ relationship with God that it had lost through sin.  

No image of God or of the relationship God wishes to have with us is ever adequate. But we do have to 
picture God in human terms and the ‘family’ image is the one that Jesus left us. He taught his disciples to 
pray, ‘Our Father, ...’ (Matt 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) and, as Paul says, his Spirit comes into our hearts crying 
‘Abba, Father’ (Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6), impelling us, that is, to address God with the familial intimacy 
characteristic of Jesus – something that impressed the early believers so much that they preserved the 
address in the original Aramaic. 

Jesus said of those who hear the word of God and keep it that they are ‘my father and mother and sister 
and brother ...’ (Luke 8:21). Here, in the truth that Jesus draws us into his own divine family life, lies the 
foundation for the dignity of all family life. But growing into Christian adulthood is perhaps no easier than 
growing into human adulthood and no less immune to the trials all growth entails. Each of us is called to 
discover and ‘be about’ our Father’s business in our own unique way. 

The Second Reading (Colossians 3:12-21), as noted above, reflects a more traditional sense of family 
life. Anchored in the culture of his time, Paul urges wives to ‘give way’ to their husbands and husbands to 
‘love’ their wives and treat them with gentleness. Today, with a greater sense of the equality of the spousal 
relationship, we might see the injunctions equally applicable to both partners in the marriage. But Paul’s 
advice to parents in regard to children scarcely needs updating. 
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