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Dear Parishioners of St Scholasticas, 
 

In the weeks leading to Christmas there is always a lot to do - wrap presents, decide 
who’s going where on Christmas Day, issue invitations, buy and prepare food. After 
nearly two years of the Covid-19 pandemic, the necessity of physical distancing in 
particular has made us consider and recognise what aspects of our lives are most 
valuable. For many, that has been the appreciation of and longing for human 
connection.  
 

In the Christian liturgical calendar, the weeks leading up to Christmas, when Advent is 
observed, are meant to be a season of anticipation. It is a period of promise that might 
sustain us in even the hardest times. A stanza in the carol “O Holy Night,” often sung 
during Christmas Eve Mass, conveys an intense longing for the Saviour’s arrival: “A 
thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.” 
That sense of weighed expectation feels heightened this year for the freedom of an 
unrestricted life.  
 

Advent gives way to Christmas, a time to look forward to and celebrate. Advent is a 
unique moment of global celebration and mutual expectation. Just as this year has 
forced us to reflect on the most precious aspects of our life and relationships, let it be 
an opportunity to remind ourselves of the fundamental truth of our faith: that Jesus 
entered our world so that he may conquer death. 
 

This Advent, we ask the Lord to help us recognise the profound spiritual connection 
and fraternal bond we share with our brothers and sisters in our community - 
particularly the elderly and the sick. We pray that, despite the uncertainty we are 
experiencing, we will keep our hearts focused on the certainty that is God’s love for us, 
and the incredible gift offered to humanity on Christmas Day. 
 

Finally, I would like to share with you a beautiful Advent poem by Jessica Powers. In 
this poem we are invited to have hope in the future, but invest our energies in the 
present. Each day we work and look for the coming of Christ in all the events and 
challenges that constitute our lives. 

ADVENT 
 

I live my Advent in the womb of Mary. 
And on one night when a great star swings free 
from its high mooring and walks down the sky 

to be the dot above the Christus i, 
I shall be born of her by blessed grace. 

I wait in Mary-darkness, faith’s walled place, 
with hope’s expectance of nativity. 

I knew for long she carried me and fed me, 
guarded and loved me, though I could not see. 

But only now, with inward jubilee, 
I come upon earth’s most amazing knowledge: 

someone is hidden in this dark with me. 
 

With every blessing and peace,  
Fr Thinh Nguyen PP 



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2021 
 

All masses are unknown vaccination status 
unless noted otherwise. 

 
 

Monday 29 November  
No Service 
07.30pm Vinnies Meeting - GA 
 

Tuesday 30 November 
09.00am Mass followed by Adoration/Rosary 
07.30pm Young Adult Group  
07.30pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 
 

Wednesday 1 December 
10.00am Novena   
10.20am Rosary and Benediction 
11.00am Healing Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary 
06.00pm Carols on the green (School) 
07.00pm Alpha Program 
 

Thursday 2 December  
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary  
06.00pm Confirmation Mass for COGC  
07.30pm Baptism Information Night - GA   
 

Friday 3 December 
10.00am Holy Hour and Benediction 
11.00am Mass followed by Rosary 
07.30pm Conversation and Prayer on Zoom 
 

Saturday 4 December 
09.00am Mass/Confession/Adoration - Fully Vaccinated 
10.30am Baptism of Madison Hogg 
05.30pm Mass - Fully Vaccinated Mass 
 

Sunday 5 December - Second Sunday of Advent 
09.00am Mass - Fully Vaccinated Mass 
11.00am Mass - Fully Vaccinated Mass 
12.15pm Vietnamese Mass 
05.30pm Mass - Unknown Vaccination Status Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
 

Sick 
Pat Nitz, Maeve Coady, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby,  
Nancy Simpson, Marian & Stephen McQuinn, Frances Murray, 
Joshua Muling, Johnson Corby 
 

Anniversaries 
Maria and Francesco Perrella, Teodoro Mariani, Delores Bubeck 
Giuseppe D’Anastasiou, Vincenza D’Anastasiou, Fr Larry Nemer,  
 

Recently Deceased 
Margaret Purcell, Kenneth Chester 

Sunday 5.30pm - Unknown Status Mass - Must Book via 
TryBooking 
To attend Sunday 5.30pm mass you will need to make a 
booking through TryBooking: https://www.trybooking.com/
BVMUE 
 

As we are only allowed 50 people at this mass, we ask that 
only Unknown Status Parishioners attend. Thank you for your 
consideration and understanding. This is the only mass 
where a booking is required.  
 

Conversations and Prayer on Zoom  
Fr Thinh would like to invite all parishioners to join him for 
prayer and conversation over Zoom this Friday 8th October at 
7.30pm. It is a best way to stay connected with each 
other. You can join the Zoom meeting by click on the link 
below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID:  302 257 1802 
Passcode:   STSCHOLS 
 

Healing Mass 
The next Healing Mass will be held on Wednesday 1st 
December 11am. This will be a fully vaccinated mass. We 
invite everyone to come to mass and receive a special 
blessing and anointing.    
 

Attending Mass - Points To Remember 
 

− The only mass which you need to make a booking for is 
Sunday 5.30pm. 

− If a person is 12 years old + 2 months old they must be 
fully vaccinated to attend a Place of Worship. The only 
exception is if it is a dedicated unknown vaccination 
status mass.   

− All people attending a double vaccinated mass must be 
fully vaccinated and carry with them proof of their 
vaccination status.  

− You must check in with the QR code before entering the 
church. 

− You must sanitise your hands on entering and exiting 
the church. 

− You can only enter via the back of the church - not from 
the Gathering Area or Side Entrance Doors.  

− You will be required to sign in upon entry and show your 
vaccination certificate to appointed Covid Marshalls. 

 
 

Quote of the Week 
“The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to 

hear and eyes to see, you will recognise him at any moment of 
your life. Life is Advent; life is recognising the coming of the 

Lord.”  
- Henri Nouwen St Francis of Assisi 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

1st Sunday of the Month 
04/05 December 2021 

Covid 
Marshall 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

R Wates Dianne Smith 
———————— 
Pauline  

Mary Ann Borg 
Christine Wates 

Sun 
9.00am 

D Coniglio Juancho Natividad 
———————— 
Judy  

Rosa Coniglio 
Sangeetha Thomas 

Sun 
11.00am 

R Lal & J 
Tong  

April Lewis ———
————— 
Dennis Y 

Anna Marie Ziino 
Marie Serophim 

Sun 
5.30pm 

B 
Figueirado 

Hannah Menzies  
————————  
Rebecca 

Marcia Nelson 
Netty Solomon 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations. 

ROSTERS 

Mass 
Time 

4th Sunday of the Month 
27/28 November 2021 

Covid 
Marshall 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Sat 
5.30pm 

R Wates  Claire Tumilovics  
———————— 
Lucy 

Judith Silvina 
Hung Tran 

Sun 
9.00am 

J & M 
Natividad  

Laurine Shane  
———————— 
Judy  

Laurine Shane 
Dominic Coniglio 

Sun 
11.00am 

R Lal & J 
Tong  

Kristin Jabay  
———————— 
Dennis Y 

Barbara Schobben 
Willard Lewis 

Sun 
5.30pm 

B 
Figueirado 

Paul Borg  
————————  
Sean 

Michael Chan 
Netty Solomon  

https://www.trybooking.com/BVMUE
https://www.trybooking.com/BVMUE
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20


Reconciliation in Advent 
Fr Thinh will be available to hear confession after Mass from 
9.30-10.00am on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday during 
the season of Advent in preparing the Way for the Lord. 
 

Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who would 
like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh or Deacon An Le? 
Perhaps the sick/homebound person is feeling isolated from 
the parish community and would like to receive communion 
on a regular basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 
1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism information 
night must be attended prior to having your child baptised. 
Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to make a booking 
into one of the monthly sessions. Next session: Thursday 
2nd December 2021 at 7:30pm in the Gathering Area. 
 

Updating your Thanksgiving 
If you prefer to use Direct Deposit for your thanksgiving 
contributions and no longer require envelopes, please 
contact the Parish Office so we can cancel the supply of 
your envelopes and provide you with a new thanksgiving 
number.    
 

Thanksgiving Program 
Due to the extended lockdown weekly Thanksgiving 
Envelopes are not able to be currently dropped in. If you 
would like to make a direct deposits for your Thanksgiving 
contribution, the parish account details can be found below. 
− Account Name:  St Scholastica’s Parish 
− BSB:    083 347  
− Account Number:  68681 8033  
− Reference   Please use as reference: 
    Envelope number 
You can set up a direct debit or monthly credit card giving by 
contacting the parish office. 
 

Piety Stall 
The Piety Stall will be open each weekend until Christmas at 
the 5.30pm, 9.00am & 11.00am masses. Columban 
Calendars, Christmas Cards and Daily Mass Books 2022 
will be on sale as well as other religious items. If you wish to 
reserve any of these items please phone Gil Muir on 0420 
379 270. The price per calendar is $10.00; the Christmas 
cards come in pack of five (5) and cost $3.00 per pack; and 
the Mass Books cost $25.00. 
 
 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society: Christmas Appeal  
The Christmas Appeal for the St. Vincent de Paul Society is 
being held with the second collection at all masses on the 
weekend of the 4th & 5th December 2021 being taken up 
for that purpose. There will be donation envelopes available 
in the pews. Donations may be made by cash, credit card or 
cheques. Receipts will be issued on request. 
 

Please give generously as many people are struggling to put 
food on the table, particularly because of the effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Donations can also be made as follows:  
 

1) By credit card by calling: 13 18 12 (Please allocate your 
donation to the Bennettswood Conference when calling) 
Receipts will be issued. 

2) By making an online donation to: vinnies.org.au (Please 
put Bennettswood Conference in the    “comments” field) 
Receipts will be automatically emailed to donors. 

3) Cheques or cash may be given to the Parish 
Office. Receipts will be issued on request. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul: Monthly Food Collection 
The monthly food collections will be held next weekend on 
the 4

th
 & 5

th
 December 2021. The most useful items are 

staples such as: pasta & pasta sources, rice, baked beans & 
other canned food & soups, canned fruit, spreads such as 
vegemite, peanut butter and jams and also breakfast cereals 
and long life milk as well as canned fish such as tuna and 
sardines. Thank you in anticipation for your generosity. 
 
How to set up St Scholastica’s Parish as favourite check-
ins from Service Victoria: 
1. Open the Service Victoria app on your phone. 
2. Tap the 'clock' icon next to the check-in button. 
3. You'll see a list of check-ins from the past 28 days. 
4. Tap the check-in location you want to add to favourites - 

i.e. St Scholastica’s Parish 
5. You'll see a confirmation screen with a green tick. At the 

bottom of the confirmation screen, you’ll see ‘save as a 
favourite check-in’. Toggle the button to the right. 

6. Press ‘done’. 
7. This will save the location to your favourite list. Your most 

recent 6 favourites will show on your home screen. View a 
complete list of your favourite locations by tapping ‘see all’ 
next to your most recent favourite check-ins on the home 
screen. 

 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

Gospel Reflection 
 

From today’s Gospel reading: 
"Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the 

strength  
to escape the tribulations that are imminent  

and to stand before the Son of Man." 
 

Reflection: 
In moments of tribulation, we can forget that Christ is 
present. It is the present and ever-renewing waters of 
baptism that enable us to respond when Jesus tells us, 
"Be vigilant...." 
 

So, we ask ourselves:  
• In a time of "tribulation" what gave you strength? 
• What daily practice do you to help you keep "vigilant?” 



First Sunday of Advent Year C - 
27th & 28th November 2021 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 24:1-
3 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my 
God. In you, I have trusted; let me 
not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; and let 
none who hope in you be put to 
shame. 
 
First Reading: Jer 33:14-16 

A reading from the prophet 
Jeremiah 
 
I will cause a good seed to spring 
forth from David. 
 
See, the days are coming – it is 
the Lord who speaks – when I am 
going to fulfil the promise I made 
to the House of Israel and the 
House of Judah: 
‘In those days and at that time, 
I will make a virtuous Branch grow 
for David, who shall practise 
honesty and integrity in the land. 
In those days Judah shall be 
saved and Israel shall dwell in 
confidence. And this is the name 
the city will be called: The Lord-
our-integrity.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 24:4-5. 8-9. 10. 14. R. 
v.1 

 
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
 
Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. Make 
me walk in your truth, and teach 
me: for you are God my saviour. 
R. 
 
The Lord is good and upright. He 
shows the path to those who 
stray, he guides the humble in the 
right path; he teaches his way to 
the poor. R. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
His ways are faithfulness and love 
for those who keep his covenant 
and will. The Lord’s friendship is 
for those who revere him; to them 
he reveals his covenant. R. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thes 3:12 – 
4:2 

A reading from first letter of St 
Paul to the Thessalonians 
 
When Christ comes may he 
strengthen your hearts in holiness. 
 
May the Lord be generous in 
increasing your love and make 
you love one another and the 
whole human race as much as we 
love you. And may he so confirm 
your hearts in holiness that you 
may be blameless in the sight of 
our God and Father when our 
Lord Jesus Christ comes with all 
his saints. 
Finally, brothers, we urge you and 
appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to 
make more and more progress in 
the kind of life that you are meant 
to live: the life that God wants, as 
you learnt from us, and as you are 
already living it. You have not 
forgotten the instructions we gave 
you on the authority of the Lord 
Jesus. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and 
love, and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28. 34-36 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
 
Your redemption is near at hand. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There 
will be signs in the sun and moon 
and stars; on earth nations in 
agony, bewildered by the clamour 
of the ocean and its waves; men 
dying of fear as they await what 
menaces the world, for the powers 
of heaven will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. When these things 
begin to take place, stand erect, 
hold your heads high, because 
your liberation is near at hand. 
‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts 
will be coarsened with debauchery 
and drunkenness and the cares of 
life, and that day will be sprung on 
you suddenly, like a trap. For it will 
come down on every living man 
on the face of the earth. Stay 
awake, praying at all times for the 
strength to survive all that is going 
to happen, and to stand with 
confidence before the Son of 
Man.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Ps 84:13 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, 
and our earth shall yield its 
increase. 

Second Sunday of Advent, Year C 
- 04 & 05 December 2021 
 

First Reading: Bar 5:1-9  

Second Reading: Phil 1:3-6. 8-11  

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6  



1st Sunday of Advent - Year C 
 
Today’s First Reading, Jeremiah 33:14-16, expresses the hope for the restoration of David’s dynasty 
following Israel’s return from captivity in Babylon. In the years leading up to the time of Jesus, this text 
became a key vehicle of the hope for an ideal king of David’s line who would be God’s instrument 
inaugurating prosperity, justice and peace. Christian readers of the Old Testament naturally referred 
God’s promise to make a ‘virtuous Branch for David’ to the coming of Jesus. In fact, there are echoes of 
this text in the angel Gabriel’s description to Mary of the status and role of the child she is to bear (Luke 
1:32-33). 
 
The Second Reading, 1 Thessalonians 3:12 – 4:2, well expresses the early Christian sense of living in 
expectation of the second coming of the Lord. What matters above all is to be ‘blameless’ in the sight of 
our God and Father when the Lord Jesus comes.  
 
Today we no longer look to a literal ‘arrival’ of the Lord on the clouds of heaven (see 4:16-17). But 
Christian faith has never abandoned the sense of accountability that goes with this expectation. Hence 
we can hear as addressed to ourselves Paul’s exhortation to his very recent converts in Thessalonica to 
make more and more progress in living out the gospel. 
 
Advent is a time for examination in such areas. It is also a time for exploring our deepest longings and 
desires and allowing them to surface. They can ride up, so to speak, on the scripture texts that the 
Church puts before us at this time.  
 
God’s only wish in our regard is to communicate to us the life and love for which we long. Each Advent 
should expand both our longing and our capacity to receive the gift of God. 
 
The Gospel (Luke 21:25-28, 34-36), taken from Jesus’ long instruction on the future (21:5-38), again 
focuses upon the second coming of the Lord. It is full of the kind of apocalyptic descriptions and portents 
that have always excited the fundamentalist religious imagination. They create real difficulty for 
preachers today. The important thing, I think, is to focus upon the basic intent of such discourse, which is 
to address the sense of dismay and challenge to hope that calamities of various kinds present. While 
God may appear to be silent or absent, somehow all these things are held within the divine purpose, 
which will ultimately win through. The reference to the coming of Jesus as Son of Man catches up the 
vision of Daniel 7:13-14, a text which played a very significant role in early Christian messianic hope. 
Jesus will come ‘with all his saints’ – the ‘communion of saints’ that unites the Church on earth with all 
who have gone before us to the Lord and with all those holy ones who lived before his coming, will at 
last be revealed. 
 
While the basic message is one of comfort and reassurance, the second part of the gospel adopts a 
more admonitory tone. Believers must be like people expecting visitors but unsure as to when exactly 
they will arrive. The time of waiting requires attentiveness and a sharp spiritual sense. Anything that dulls 
the spirit (debauchery and drunkenness) or causes it to be distracted (absorption in the cares of life) 
must be avoided.  
 
Advent is a time for examination in such areas. It is also a time for exploring our deepest longings and 
desires and allowing them to surface. They can ride up, so to speak, on the rich Scripture texts that the 
Church puts before us at this time.  
 
God’s only wish in our regard is to communicate to us the life and love for which we long. Each Advent 
should expand both our longing and our capacity to receive the gift of God. 
 
© Brendan Byrne SJ 
 
Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological 
College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion College, Kew (1979-84) and a 
delegate to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute, Rome, in 1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission 
(Rome) (1990-96) and President of the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy 
of the Humanities in 1999. Brendan Byrne is the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives 
workshops on scripture to clergy and parish communities. 





Lamarca Family Fr Vincent Burke Rose Myra DeZilva Grace Joson 

Rey Evallar Cyril Wilton Ian Wilton Dulcie Wilton 

N.L Abraham Elizabeth 
Luscomber 

Perera Family Teodoro Mariani 

Vincenza 
D’Anastasiou 

Giuseppe 
D’Anastasiou 

Justin Franke Remy Evallar 

We pray and remember our dearly departed during the month 
of November  

 
We ask that you please use PRINT script when writing the names 

on the November envelopes. Thank you. 

 

Dear friends, 
 

As I look back and reflect over the past few months of my Alpha journey, it is with a feeling of thanksgiving, 
Gratitude and rejuvenation. 
 

Firstly, Thanksgiving to God, who has gifted me with the opportunity to be part of this Alpha course. Looking 
back, I believe it was truly divine intervention which has brought me to Alpha, 
 

My association with St Scholastica's actually began less than a year ago, when I moved into the 
neighbourhood, to Ashwood. By chance, I got to know that Fr Thinh, an old family friend, was the parish priest 
here, visited during a Sunday mass, reconnected, and got invited to become involved in the music ministry. 
Then, just a few months ago, during lockdown, when Henry was so capably and kindly filling-in for everyone 
else with the music on online Zoom mass, I had called him up to say Thanks, and he mentioned to me about 
the upcoming Alpha course, and encouraged me to join. And like they say, the rest is history ...  
I like to think that this series of events which brought me here is more than a series of mere coincidence, but 
rather our amazing God secretly at work in the background with a plan for me, for which I am truly thankful for. 
  

Secondly, I am filled with a sense of humble gratitude:  
 

Gratitude to all our Alpha leaders and facilitators who have made this all possible online, and have me feel so 
welcomed. 
Gratitude to my fellow Alpha attendees who have so generously and openly shared their viewpoints and 
experiences. 
Gratitude to the producers and presenters of Alpha, who have made each and every session so engaging, 
inspiring and enjoyable.  
Like many of you, I too have grown to love coming to Alpha, and to look forward to each Alpha session with 
excitement and anticipation.  
  

Thirdly and finally, I have started to feel a simmering sense of rejuvenation: 
 

Through the Alpha course and the sharing of our life experiences together, I have learnt so much, been 
challenged and have grown in my own faith journey. I believe that Alpha through it’s inspiring message of 
Christ's love for us, has ignited a spirit of Fire within, which I hope and pray will continue growing - guiding, 
strengthening and encouraging me in the days ahead.  
 
 

To end, I would like to share with you the lyrics of a song called "Holy Spirit of Fire" which came to my mind 
whilst preparing this testimony, and which I hope will inspire each of us: 
 

Holy Spirit of Fire - by Michael Mangan 
 

Holy Spirit of Fire, open up our hearts set us ablaze. 
(Holy Spirit of Fire), help us know the mystery of God’s ways. 
 

Holy Spirit of Fire, fill us with a passion for your life. 
(Holy Spirit of fire), help us show the world your shining light. 
 

Holy Spirit of Fire, fan the flames of courage in our hearts. 
(Holy Spirit of Fire), help us live the Good News where we are. 
 

Holy Spirit of Fire, breathe your fire of love into our lives. 
(Holy Spirit of Fire), keep the embers glowing through the night. 
 

Keep us blazing, keep us burning, 
Open up our hearts to fan your flames of love, 
Holy Spirit of Fire. 
 
 

Thank You and God Bless.  Dennis Yong 




