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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
16th & 17th October 2021 

Dear Parishioners of St Scholastica’s Parish, 
 
As you are all aware, re-opening of churches and the physical re-gathering of 
our people are not far away. I know that many of you are very keen to see the 
church re-open and to be able to gather to celebrate the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. While streaming and televised Masses are a good and necessary 
thing, I think they are inherently different from showing up to a parish Mass in 
person. The tactility of our sacraments is extremely important and also the 
thing about sacraments is the communal dimension. I hope that missing out 
from the sacraments will help us to appreciate that sacramental grace has a 
real impact on our lives and relationships. 
 
As we begin the process of reopening our church in few weeks time, it is 
important to remember that the coronavirus is still out there, it is still 
contagious, and it is still dangerous. So, we need to proceed with prudence, 
caution and concern to protect our most vulnerable parishioners. 
 
For this reason, may I encourage everyone, unless they have a medical 
condition which would preclude it, to be vaccinated against Covid-19 as an act 
of charity to protect their own health and the health of others. As the Holy 
Father has said, and as authoritative Catholic teaching guides us, the vaccines 
in Australia are permissible to receive, and admirable to accept. Everyone is 
responsible for his or her own conscience, before God and the Church 
respects those who choose not to be vaccinated for personal reasons. 
 
Catholic Health Australia and the Bishops Commission for Social Justice, 
Mission and Service have collaborated on a short video, outlining the 
importance of people receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. It includes information on 
the ethical and moral questions around receiving the vaccine, and the need to 
promote the common good. You can watch the video by click on this 
link: https://youtube/9Y4Xkv6-q0Y  
 
Let us continue to pray and stand together with our parish family as we begin 
to reopen our church and may Mary, our Blessed Mother, watch over us all and 
keep us safe. Especially, may this experience during the time of the pandemic 
lead us to turn closer to Christ and find in him the way to compassion and 
service for our sisters and brothers. 
 
With every grace and blessing, 
 
Fr Thinh Nguyen PP 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/9Y4Xkv6-q0Y
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines


 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2021  
 
Thursday 14 October  
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.30pm RCIA Program - Via Zoom 

 
Friday 15 October  
09.00am Mass  
07.30pm Prayer and Conversation via Zoom 

 
Saturday 16 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom followed by Adoration 
10.00am Rosary Rally - Via Zoom 

 
Sunday 17 October - 29th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
10.00am Mass via Zoom 
02.00pm Confirmation Lesson 7 - Via Zoom 
 
Monday 18 October 
No Service 

 
Tuesday 19 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
7.30pm Young Adults group - The Search  

 
Wednesday 20 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.30pm Alpha Meeting - Via Zoom 
 
Thursday 21 October  
09.00am Mass via Zoom 

 
Friday 22 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.30pm Prayer and Conversation via Zoom 

 
Saturday 23 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom followed by Rosary  

 
Sunday 24 October - 30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
10.00am Mass via Zoom 
02.00pm Confirmation Lesson 8 - Via Zoom 

Remembering Our Community  
 

Sick 
Maeve Coady, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby, Nancy 
Simpson, Marian & Stephen McQuinn,  
Frances Murray, Margaret Purcell, Joshua Muling 
 

Anniversaries 
Aldo Pinzone, Joseph Biviano, Joseph Nguyen Van Phuong, 
Anna-Maria Nguyen Thi Ngo 

 

Recently Deceased 
Winston Chester, John Lim  

Conversations and Prayer on Zoom  
Fr Thinh would like to invite all parishioners to join him for 
prayer and conversation over Zoom this Friday 13th 
October at 7.30pm. It is a best way to stay connected with 
each other. You can join the Zoom meeting by click on the 
link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID:  302 257 1802 
Passcode:   STSCHOLS 
 
Church and Parish Office Closed due to Lockdown 
Due to the lockdown continuing, the Church and Parish Office 
are closed. All masses are being held via Zoom. Please be 
aware that there is only one Zoom link to use for all masses. 
Just use the link at the time of the scheduled mass you wish to 
attend and you will have access.  
 

Zoom Link for all Masses:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID: 302 257 1802  
Passcode: STSCHOLS  
 

If you need to get in contact with the Parish Office please do 
so via email on stschpar@bigpond.net.au or Dominique’s 
mobile: 0419 518 855. You can also contact  
Fr Thinh directly on the Presbytery number: 9808 0650. 

 
Thanksgiving Program 
Due to the extended lockdown weekly Thanksgiving 
Envelopes are not able to be currently dropped in. If you would 
like to make a direct deposits for your Thanksgiving 
contribution, the parish account details can be found below. 
 

− Account Name:  St Scholastica’s Parish 
− BSB:    083 347  
− Account Number:  68681 8033  
− Reference   Please use as reference: 
    Envelope number 
 

You can set up a direct debit or monthly credit card giving by 
contacting the parish office. 
 

————————————————————— 
 

Quote of the Week 
 

“I have found the paradox, that if you love until it hurts, there 
can be no more hurt, only more love.”  

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations.  

A Prayer of Alpha Participants 
 

Heavenly Father, may each and every Alpha session 
begin with your inspiration, continue with your help 

and produce the fruit of discipleship under your 
guidance. And although we point out the way, it is 
your Spirit who gives strength for the journey. We 

work only outwardly. Your Spirit instructs and 
enlightens our hearts. We water on the outside. Your 
Spirit gives the increase! Grant that we who labour to 
make disciples may trust not in our own work, but in 

your help! We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20


Mandatory Vaccinations for Parish Employees and 
Volunteers 
It has been advised by the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne that all religious workers, that is, people (paid 
and volunteers) who work at or in connection with a 
place of worship will be subject to Mandatory Vaccination 
(Workers) Directions. For these employees and 
volunteers, the following key dates apply: 
 

By 15 October all workers need to be vaccinated or show 
that they have a booking for vaccination by:  
 

− 22 October 2021 – latest booking for first dose 
− 26 November 2021 – latest booking for second dose. 
 

In order to continue working, workers must provide 
Vaccine information to the Parish engaging them. The 
Parish must hold this information in confidence and not 
disclose it to any person except as required by law.   
 

Vaccination information can be recorded in a variety of 
documents such as a letter from a medical practitioner, a 
certificate of immunisation or an immunisation history 
statement obtained from the Australian Immunisation 
Register.  
 
Columban Calendars & Christmas Cards 
A limited supply of Columban Calendars 
and Christmas Cards are available for 
sale. As we are unsure when the Piety 
Stall can be opened we are offering them 
for sale by phone order. We will, 
however, operate the Piety stall if we can 
in November and December. To make 
purchases please phone Gil Muir on 
0420 379 270.  The price per calendar is $10.00. The 
Christmas cards come in pack of five (5) and cost $3.00 
per pack.   
 
Rosary Rally - This Saturday! 

To commemorate the 104th 
anniversary of ‘The Miracle of the 
Sun’, Australia is to take part in 
the National Public Rosary 
Rally on Saturday 16th October 
at 10am 
 
 
The purpose of this is to spread the important 
message of Fatima throughout the world for the Glory of 
God and Thurston Our Lady and the salvation of souls. It 
is hoped that The Rosary Rally will: inspire others to see 
that God is still important in our lives; touch and kindle 
the hearts of others to stand for God; promote unity by 
bringing people together in a life of prayer.  

 
 

Zoom Link for Rosary Rally 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID:   302 257 1802  
Passcode:    STSCHOLS  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not 
interested in another DIY project? To help fill the void 
during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest some inspiring 
content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop on the 
kettle and check out the recommendations below. 
 
Podcasts for Christian living: Theology of the Body 
and Healing 
In this podcast, Catholic therapists, Dr Bob Schuchts & 
Jake Khym discuss how we can glorify God in and through 
our bodies. Using St John Paul II’s Theology of the Body, 
they look at ways we can receive healing and peace. 
Listen here www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving7 
 
Getting to know your Bible: How do Scripture and 
Tradition work together? 
Getting Started: Why do we believe in things like the 
Trinity, purgatory or even what books make up the Bible? 
They all form part of Sacred Tradition. In this 3-minute 
video, hear how Scripture and Tradition work together in 
the life of the Church. Watch at www.bit.ly/
BibleGettingStarted7 
Going Deeper: Written for Catholic teachers, this short 
article ‘Catholic Teaching on Sacred Scripture’ 
explains the role and importance of both Sacred Scripture 
and Tradition in our understanding of the revelation of 
God. View here www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper7  
 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 
You can watch the video how to operate this 
AED by click on this link: youtube.com/watch?
v=9ZWWdmr4G7w. It is helpful that everyone 
knows how to use the machine in order to save 
lives. 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

Gospel Reflection 
 

From today’s Gospel reading: 
Jesus said to his disciples, 

"Whoever wishes to be great among you, 
will be your servant; 

whoever wishes to be the first among you 
will be the slave of all.” 

 

Reflection: 
Being a disciple is not about power and prestige. It’s not 
about the first places at table. It’s about following Jesus’ 
path of service, even if it means suffering and death. 
That’s a difficult teaching, no wonder the disciples were 
deaf to it. In the Lord’s Prayer we ask for "daily bread," to 
sustain us in our life of service in Jesus’ name.  
 

So, we ask ourselves:  
• In what way does following Jesus require me to be a 

servant? 
• Where do I receive strength for that role? 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3Dfdc735ffd0%26e%3Dd7fb1736c5&data=04%7C01%7Cbennettswood%40cam.org.au%7Cf19288e79c1646c4349608d98de83c97%7C48ee20c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D569105eb26%26e%3Dd7fb1736c5&data=04%7C01%7Cbennettswood%40cam.org.au%7Cf19288e79c1646c4349608d98de83c97%7C48ee20c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D569105eb26%26e%3Dd7fb1736c5&data=04%7C01%7Cbennettswood%40cam.org.au%7Cf19288e79c1646c4349608d98de83c97%7C48ee20c7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D6a1b6abc29%26e%3Dd7fb1736c5&data=04%7C01%7Cbennettswood%40cam.org.au%7Cf19288e79c1646c4349608d98de83c97%7C48ee20c7
http://youtube.com/watch?v=9ZWWdmr4G7w
http://youtube.com/watch?v=9ZWWdmr4G7w
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcam.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc5e55007fcc48e18a62679a5%26id%3D4fddb14ff6%26e%3Dd7fb1736c5&data=04%7C01%7Cbennettswood%40cam.org.au%7Cffd46e28c4f942ec3db008d96d050c30%7C48e




 



The 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B - 16th & 17th October 2021 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 16:6,8 

To you I call; for you will surely heed 
me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear 
my words. Guard me as the apple of 
your eye; in the shadow of your 
wings protect me. 
 
First Reading: Is 53:10-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
If he offers his life in atonement, he 
shall see his heirs, and have long 
life. 
 
The Lord has been pleased to crush 
his servant with suffering. 
If he offers his life in atonement, 
he shall see his heirs, he shall have 
a long life 
and through him what the Lord 
wishes will be done. 
His soul's anguish over 
he shall see the light and be content. 
By his sufferings shall my servant 
justify many, 
taking their faults on himself. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 32:4-5. 18-20. 22. R. v.22 

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
as we place our trust in you. 
 
The word of the Lord is faithful and 
all his works to be trusted. The Lord 
loves justice and right and fills the 
earth with his love. R. 
 
The Lord looks on those who revere 
him, on those who hope in his love. 
to rescue their souls from death, to 
keep them alive in famine. R. 
 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The 
Lord is our help and our shield. May 
your love be upon us, O Lord, as we 
place all our hope in you. R. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading: Heb 4:14-16 

A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews 
 
Let us be confident in approaching 
the throne of grace. 
 
Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we 
have the supreme high priest who 
has gone through to the highest 
heaven, we must never let go of the 
faith that we have professed. For it is 
not as if we had a high priest who 
was incapable of feeling our 
weaknesses with us; but we have 
one who has been tempted in every 
way that we are, though he is without 
sin. Let us be confident, then, in 
approaching the throne of grace, that 
we shall have mercy from him and 
find grace when we are in need of 
help. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Son of Man came to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for all. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark 
 
The Son of Man came to give his life 
as a ransom for all. 
 
James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, approached Jesus. 
‘Master,’ they said to him, ‘we want 
you to do us a favour.’ He said to 
them, ‘What is it you want me to do 
for you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us 
to sit one at your right hand and the 
other at your left in your glory.’ ‘You 
do not know what you are asking’ 
Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink 
the cup that I must drink, or be 
baptised with the baptism with which 
I must be baptised?’ They replied, 
‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, ‘The 
cup that I must drink you shall drink, 
and with the baptism with which I 
must be baptised you shall be  

 
 
baptised, but as for seats at my right 
hand or my left, these are not mine 
to grant; they belong to those to 
whom they have been allotted.’ 
When the other ten heard this they 
began to feel indignant with James 
and John, so Jesus called them to 
him and said to them: ‘You know that 
among the pagans their so-called 
rulers lord it over them, and their 
great men make their authority felt. 
This is not to happen among you. 
No; anyone who wants to become 
great among you must be your 
servant, and anyone who wants to 
be first among you must be slave to 
all. For the Son of Man himself did 
not come to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Cf. Ps 
32:18-19 

Behold, the eyes of the Lord 
are on those who fear him, 
who hope in his merciful love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Year B - 23 & 24 October 2021 
 

First Reading: Jer 31:7-9  

Second Reading: Heb 5:1-6  

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52  



Scripture Commentary for the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
 
On the long journey to Jerusalem that has formed the subject of the readings from Mark’s Gospel over the 
last few Sundays, Jesus has been attempting – with little success – to convey to his disciples some sense of 
the fate that awaits him in Jerusalem. Three times he has made clear his destiny to suffer and die. The 
disciples, who now understand that he is the Messiah (8:29), simply cannot hold together these two truths: 
that he is Messiah and that he is going to discharge his messianic role through this way of suffering and 
death. They still cling to the conventional idea that the Messiah will be a righteous, triumphant ruler who will 
restore to Israel the glories of the Davidic kingdom. 
 
Such an understanding of messiahship lies behind the request of the sons of Zebedee, James and John in 
today’s Gospel, Mark 10:35-45. Their bid for places on his right and his left signals ambition to be his leading 
associates at the celebratory banquet of the messianic kingdom. They have not grasped anything of what 
Jesus has been saying: that the path to any glory leads through suffering and death. 
 
In reply, Jesus uses biblical imagery to hint at what lies in store. ‘Baptism’ does not refer to the Christian 
sacrament but evokes a biblical metaphor in which going through trials is depicted as a passage through 
stormy, turbulent waters. Likewise, ‘cup’ is a biblical metaphor for the fate that lies ahead of a person: what 
he or she will receive from the hand of God (cf. Mark 14:36). Without realising, it seems, what they are letting 
themselves in for, James and John express their readiness to share Jesus’ ‘cup’. He accepts their declaration 
and affirms its eventual realisation (something that James at least fulfilled in dying a martyr’s death [Acts 
12:2]). But the allotment of places in his kingdom belongs not to himself but to the Father. The explanation 
shows that he himself is not going to his death in a kind of calculating way that would reason as follows: yes, 
the suffering will be terrible but it will all have a happy ending (resurrection). No, he is surrendering his future 
entirely into the hands of the God in whose power and generosity he places complete trust. Those who wish 
to be his associates must accompany him in this trust as well. 
 
The episode now moves to a second stage with the (understandable) irritation of the remaining disciples at 
what they see as an attempt on the part of James and John to ‘bag’ the highest places in the messianic 
kingdom. Their indignation provides Jesus with an opportunity to explain the absolute cleavage between the 
exercise of leadership in his kingdom and the exercise of authority in the worldly sense, which is clearly what 
the disciples have in mind. Those who have authority in the kingdoms of earth use their power to turn 
everything to their own advantage. On the contrary, those who aspire to leadership in the community of the 
Kingdom must think of themselves as the slaves of all – a complete reversal of values.  
 
In one of the most memorable statements in the Gospel tradition, Jesus drives the point home, pointing to his 
own example: ‘the Son of Man has come, not to be served, but to serve and give his life as a ransom for 
many’ (v 45). The last phrase ‘for many’ echoes the Fourth Servant Song (Isa 52:13 – 53:12), the final 
sentences of which, appropriately, form the First Reading, Isaiah 53:10-11). Jesus is going up to Jerusalem 
to discharge his messianic role, not in the worldly sense of conventional messianic expectation (seen here in 
the disciples), but in a sense specified by the role spelled out in the ‘Servant’ figure: one who enters into the 
pain and suffering of the world, who ‘bears’ the sins of others (‘many’ in Semitic idiom, which, of course, 
means ‘all’), in order to bring about for them freedom and life (‘ransom’). This is the ultimate depth of the 
‘service’ that he as Messiah performs – not just for Israel but for the entire world. 
 
The Second Reading, Hebrews 4:14-16, complements this sense of Jesus’ ‘service’. In their own suffering 
and difficulty believers should draw confidence from the fact that Jesus, having himself experienced suffering 
and weakness, is a compassionate advocate before the ‘the throne of grace’.  
 
Just as last week’s Gospel placed before the community the need for radical detachment from wealth, so this 
week’s readings confront it with no less a challenge in the matter of the exercise of power and authority. Both 
have proven difficult areas for the Church to get right down the ages. We worship Jesus as Lord. But are we 
so comfortable in venerating—and following—him in his role as Servant of all?  
© Brendan Byrne SJ 
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