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ALPHA AT ST SCHOLASTICA’S PARISH 
 

Dear St Scholastica’s Parishioners, 
 

I’d like to introduce to all of you our team leader for Alpha course at Scholastica’s 
Parish - Gunawan Goh. He has been in our parish for many years and here is his 
testimony about Alpha: 
 

"On behalf of the Alpha team, I would like to give thanks to God and to all of you for 
praying for the participants as well as their hosts and helpers. We are so delighted to 
welcome 26 participants from our parish to the Alpha course and we are looking 
forward to journeying with them for the next 12 weeks. We have a total of 38 
participants attending the course which includes 12 members of the Alpha team. 
 

Due to lockdown restrictions, we are unable to host the event in person but 
fortunately having sessions on Zoom is a blessing in disguise for connecting with 
other participants. Every session begins with an ice-breaker and praise and worship, 
followed by a video on a topic about faith and group discussion. I can honestly say 
that after attending an Alpha course at St Benedict’s in Burwood few years ago, my 
faith and my relationship with God became stronger. I have a more thorough 
understanding about the origin of the Bible; God as the Creator of the universe; and 
how God gave the Holy Spirit to us so as to help us, to teach us and to comfort us in 
our journey of faith. 
 

There are so many other important life changing points that you can learn from doing 
Alpha course. Thus, I would recommend you to “Come and See” and register your 
name to the course. I can assure you that after completing the Alpha course, you will 
have the desire not only to share your experience with your family and friends, but 
also to lead the Alpha program at St Scholastica's or somewhere else. 
 

Finally, please keep the Alpha course in your prayers, especially all participants and 
their hosts and helpers so that they can experience God working powerfully in their 
lives." 
 

Have a good week ahead! Stay safe everyone! 
 

Fr Thinh Nguyen PP 



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2021  
 
Thursday 23 September  
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
11.00am Funeral Mass for Maria D'Agostino  
07.30pm RCIA Program - Via Zoom 

 

Friday 24 September - Public Holiday (Grand 
Final Eve) 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.30pm Prayer and Conversation via Zoom 

 

Saturday 25 September 
09.00am Mass via Zoom followed by Rosary  

 

Sunday 26 September - 26th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
10.00am Mass via Zoom 

 

Monday 27 September 
No Service 

 

Tuesday 28 September 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.00pm Young Adults Group - The Search - Via 
Zoom 

 

Wednesday 29 September 
09.00am Mass via Zoom 
07.30pm Alpha Meeting - Via Zoom 

 

Thursday 30 September  
09.00am Mass via Zoom 

 

Friday 1 October  
09.00am Mass via Zoom followed by Adoration 
07.30pm Prayer and Conversation via Zoom 

 

Saturday 2 October 
09.00am Mass via Zoom followed by Rosary  

 

Sunday 3 October - 27th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
10.00am Mass via Zoom 
11.30am Vietnamese Mass via Zoom 
02.00pm Confirmation Lesson 5 - Via Zoom 

Remembering Our Community  
 

Sick 
Maeve Coady, Kathleen Barr, Rachel Bransby,  
Winston Chester, Marian McQuinn and Stephen McQuinn,  
Frances Murray, Margaret Purcell 
 

Anniversaries 
Giuseppe Coniglio, Gloria Pinto, Dolores Bubeck,  
Bluebelle Nazareth  

 

Recently Deceased 
Enid Jennings, Maria D’Agostino 

Conversations and Prayer on Zoom  
Fr Thinh would like to invite all parishioners to join him for 
prayer and conversation over Zoom this Friday 24th 
September at 7.30pm. It is a best way to stay connected 
with each other. You can join the Zoom meeting by click on 
the link below:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID:  302 257 1802 
Passcode:   STSCHOLS 
 
Church and Parish Office Closed due to Lockdown 
Due to the lockdown continuing, the Church and Parish Office 
are closed. All masses are being held via Zoom. Please be 
aware that there is only one Zoom link to use for all masses. 
Just use the link at the time of the scheduled mass you wish to 
attend and you will have access.  
 

Zoom Link for all Masses:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?
pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09 

 

Meeting ID:  302 257 1802  
Passcode:   STSCHOLS  
 

If you need to get in contact with the Parish Office please do 
so via email on stschpar@bigpond.net.au or Dominique’s 
mobile: 0419 518 855. You can also contact  
Fr Thinh directly on the Presbytery number: 9808 0650. 

 
Thanksgiving Program 
Due to the extended 
lockdown weekly 
Thanksgiving Envelopes are not able to be currently dropped 
in. If you would like to make a direct deposits for your 
Thanksgiving contribution, the parish account details can be 
found below. 
 

− Account Name:  St Scholastica’s Parish 
− BSB:    083 347  
− Account Number:  68681 8033  
− Reference   Please use as reference: 
    Envelope number 
 

You can set up a direct debit or monthly credit card giving by 
contacting the parish office. 

————————————————————— 
Quote of the Week 

 

“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment  
and to thank God for all that He, in His goodness, sends to us 

day after day.”  
St. Gianna Molla 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations.  

A Prayer of Alpha Participants 
 

Heavenly Father, may each and every Alpha session 
begin with your inspiration, continue with your help 

and produce the fruit of discipleship under your 
guidance. And although we point out the way, it is 
your Spirit who gives strength for the journey. We 

work only outwardly. Your Spirit instructs and 
enlightens our hearts. We water on the outside. Your 
Spirit gives the increase! Grant that we who labour to 
make disciples may trust not in our own work, but in 

your help! We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen!  

Invitation to join Alpha at St Scholastica’s Parish 
You are invited to come try Alpha online and in per-
son at St Scholastica’s Parish. This program is de-
signed to help you to encounter Jesus by focussing 
on the essentials of the Christian faith. The evening 
will include dinner, talk and group discussions. 
 

Date:  Wednesday Night’s 
Time:  7.30pm 
Where:  Zoom - Link sent at booking: 
To Book:  https://www.trybooking.com/BTVQQ 
 

There are only 2 places left so please book your spot 
now! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3022571802?pwd=QzlIeWp3M2JEdEY1UllmalBOSkJ5QT09%20
https://www.trybooking.com/BTVQQ


Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who 
would like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh? Perhaps the 
sick/homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish 
community and would like to receive communion on a 
regular basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 
1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism 
information night must be attended prior to having your 
child baptised. Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to 
make a booking into one of the monthly sessions. Next 
session: Thursday 7th October 2021 at 7:30 pm via 
Zoom. 
 

Rosary Rally 
Over a century ago OUR LADY began to appear at 
Fatima Portugal to 3 shepherd children; Lucia dos 
Santos and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marco. 
During her 6th and last apparition on 13th Oct 1917, Our 
Blessed Mother produced an incredible ‘Miracle of the 
Sun'. The day the sun danced was witnessed by 70 
thousand spectators and the miracle is reported to have 
been seen from as far away as up to 25 miles from the 
place of the apparition. 
 

To commemorate the 104th anniversary of ‘The Miracle 
of the Sun’, Australia is to take part in the National 
Public Rosary Rally on Saturday 16th October at 
10am 
 

The purpose of this is to spread the important 
message of Fatima throughout the world for the Glory of 
God and Thurston Our Lady and the salvation of souls. It 
is hoped that The Rosary Rally will: inspire others to see 
that God is still important in our lives; touch and kindle 
the hearts of others to stand for God; promote unity by 
bringing people together in a life of prayer.  

 

Mark the date in your diary and we will advise of a Zoom 
link in the coming weeks. 
 

Prayer Request for VCE and UNI Student EXAMS 
There are only several weeks left before VCE and Uni 
Exams begin for some of our adolescent and young adult 
parishioners. Several of our shining faces were together at 
3 year old kinder at St Schol's in 2007!  Now they are 
about to reach that very scary milestone of VCE Exams, 
while others are getting ready for Uni exams to complete 
their first year in a pandemic, or perhaps finish their 
degree. Whether these students are our Altar Servers in 
Years 10, 11 and 12, part of our NEW Young Adult 
gathering, past students from St Scholastica's Primary 
School, a grandchild or niece or nephew, local 
parishioners or a neighbour, this is a time to remember all 
of them in prayer. 
 

We pray that our Lord will bless these students and their 
families and bring them peace during the extra stressful 
time of study in lockdown, and that the Holy Spirit will 
guide them and bring them clarity of mind as they prepare 
for their exams, assessments and final project work due.  
Thank you in joining us in prayer. God bless. 
 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday - 26 September 2021 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society Social Justice and 
Advocacy Asylum Seekers & Refugees Portfolio 

 

On this year’s Migrant and Refugee Sunday Pope Francis 
has chosen the theme: Towards an ever wider “we”. He 
refers to our world as “crumbling and cracking due to 
myopic and aggressive forms of nationalism” and that 
“...the highest price is being paid by those who most easily 
become viewed as others: foreigners, migrants, the 
marginalized, those living on the existential peripheries”. 
The Vincentian Refugee Network (VRN) has joined with 
Catholics for Refugees and a number of other Catholic 
agencies to support “150 days of Action for People 
Seeking Refuge”, a campaign initiated by the Josephite 
Justice Network in Sydney. The campaign was launched 
in May and leads up to Migrant & Refugee Sunday on 
September 26. Its focus has been to call on 
the Government “to remove temporary protection visas 
and provide a permanent and safe resettlement pathway 
for all refugees and those who arrive here seeking 
protection.” This campaign is especially relevant for 
refugees and asylum seekers, such as those from 
Afghanistan, who cannot settle and plan their lives, as 
their visa status presumes they will be ‘sent back’ when 
their country is no longer deemed dangerous for them. 
The 150-day campaign was to culminate in a ‘Day of 
Lamentation and Call to Action’ on Migrant and Refugee 
Sunday. While many plans for in-person vigils and 
gatherings have been cancelled, we are all invited to join 
together in a virtual ‘Call to Lamentation and Commitment’ 
on 26 September at 7pm (via zoom). The link to register 
https://bit.ly/Calltolamentation 

 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

Gospel Reflection 
 

From today’s Gospel reading: 
At that time, John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw 

someone driving out demons in your name, and we tried to 
prevent him because he does not follow us." 

 

Reflection: 
As Christians we look for Christ’s presence in the world 
doing what he did in his lifetime. When someone forgives a 
wrong done; a neighbor sacrifices time and resources to 
help someone in need; medical personnel travel across 
the country to relieve a pandemic-swamped emergency 
room; a grammar school collects food and clothing for the 
poor – though the name of Jesus may not be spoken, and 
the people involved might not be Christian still, we see him 
present, doing what he always did, reaching out to raise up 
the fallen and rejected. 
 

So, we ask ourselves:  
• Can we spot the active presence of Jesus in the good 

deeds done for those in need? 
• How do our daily activities line up with the good Jesus 

intends for others? 

https://bit.ly/Calltolamentation


 



The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B - 25th & 26th September 
2021 
 
Entrance Antiphon:  

All that you have done to us, O Lord, 
you have done with true judgement, 
for we have sinned against you 
and not obeyed your 
commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us 
according to the bounty of your 
mercy. 
 
First Reading: Nm 11:25-29 

A reading from the book of Numbers 
 
Are you jealous on my account? 
Who decrees that all people may 
prophesy? 
 
The Lord came down in the Cloud. 
He spoke with Moses, but took some 
of the spirit that was on him and put 
it on the seventy elders. When the 
spirit came on them they prophesied, 
but not again. 
Two men had stayed back in the 
camp; one was called Eldad and the 
other Medad. The spirit came down 
on them; though they had not gone 
to the Tent, their names were 
enrolled among the rest. These 
began to prophesy in the camp. The 
young man ran to tell this to Moses, 
‘Look’, he said, ‘Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.’ Then 
said Joshua the son of Nun, who had 
served Moses from his youth, ‘My 
Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses 
answered him, ‘Are you jealous on 
my account? If only the whole people 
of the Lord were prophets, and the 
Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 18:8. 10. 12-14. R. v.9  

(R.) The precepts of the Lord give 
joy to the heart. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, it 
revives the soul. The rule of the Lord 
is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to 
the simple. R. 
 
The fear of the Lord is holy,  
abiding for ever. The decrees of the 
Lord are truth and all of them just. R. 

 
 
 
So in them your servant finds 
instructions; great reward is in their 
keeping. But who can detect all his 
errors? From hidden faults acquit 
me. R. 
 
From presumption restrain your 
servant and let it not rule me. Then 
shall I be blameless, clean from 
grave sin. R. 
 
Second Reading: Jas 5:1-6 

A reading from the letter of St James 
 
Your wealth is rotting. 
 
An answer for the rich. Start crying, 
weep for the miseries that are 
coming to you. Your wealth is all 
rotting, your clothes are all eaten up 
by moths. All your gold and your 
silver are corroding away, and the 
same corrosion will be your own 
sentence, and eat into your body. It 
was a burning fire that you stored up 
as your treasure for the last days. 
Labourers mowed your fields, and 
you cheated them – listen to the 
wages that you kept back, calling 
out; realise that the cries of the 
reapers have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts. On earth you have 
had a life of comfort and luxury; in 
the time of slaughter you went on 
eating to your heart’s content. It was 
you who condemned the innocent 
and killed them; they offered you no 
resistance. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your word, O Lord, is truth: 
make us holy in the truth.  
Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel: Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48  

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark 
 
Anyone who is not against us is for 
us. If your hand should cause you to 
sin, cut it off. 
 
John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw 
a man who is not one of us casting 
out devils in your name; and 
because he was not one of us we 
tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, 
‘You must not stop him: no one who 
works a miracle in my name is likely 
to speak evil of me. Anyone who is 
not against us is for us. 
‘If anyone gives you a cup of water 
to drink just because you belong to 
Christ, then I tell you solemnly, he 
will most certainly not lose his 
reward. 
‘But anyone who is an obstacle to 
bring down one of these little ones 
who have faith, would be better 
thrown into the sea with a great 
millstone round his neck. And if your 
hand should cause you to sin, cut it 
off; it is better for you to enter into life 
crippled, than to have two hands and 
go to hell, into the fire that cannot be 
put out. And if your foot should 
cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter into life lame, than to 
have two feet and be thrown into 
hell. And if your eye should cause 
you to sin, tear it out; it is better for 
you to enter into the kingdom of God 
with one eye, than to have two eyes 
and be thrown into hell where their 
worm does not die nor their fire go 
out.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Ps 118:4-5 

Remember your word to your 
servant, O Lord, by which you have 
given me hope. This is my comfort 
when I am brought low. 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
Year B - 2 & 3 October 2021 
 

First Reading: Gen 2:18-24  

Second Reading: Heb 2:9-11  

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16  



Scripture Commentary for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
 
At this stage in the readings for Year B we have arrived a point in Mark’s Gospel where a connecting thread 
running through various incidents and sayings is not easy to find – though all are subsumed into the 
overriding concern of Jesus throughout the journey, which is to instruct his disciples concerning his passion 
and death. What makes that instruction so difficult for the disciples to accept is their preconceived idea of the 
glory that is to accrue to them as leading associates of the Messiah. In several incidents and instructions, 
including those making up today’s Gospel (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48) Jesus chips away at the notion that 
messiahship and being associated with it will bring privilege, rather than involving – as he has been insisting 
– costly service. 
 

The disciples were disturbed when they came upon someone who is using Jesus’ name – and hence his 
authority – to cast out demons. They did their best to put a stop to his activity because, as they explain to 
Jesus, ‘he was not one of us’. Instead of approval, what they get is a mild rebuke. Jesus does not mind his 
name being used by another for a good purpose. The main thing is that human beings are being set free from 
the power of Satan and reclaimed for the fullness of life. The disciples, on the other hand, are less focused 
upon the objective good being done and more concerned about an outsider’s use of what they see as their 
own prerogative and possession. 
 

The First Reading, Numbers 11:25-29 offers a helpful biblical precedent for this part of the Gospel. It tells of a 
similar misguided response on the part of Joshua when two individuals who were not numbered among the 
designated seventy elders appointed to assist Moses manifest the same spirit of prophecy that the seventy 
had shown. By contrast the large-heartedness of Moses stands out. 
 

In a later part of the Gospel, Jesus reinforces the point with the statement about outsiders who give members 
of the community (possibly travelling missionaries are particularly in mind) a cup of water to drink ‘because 
they belong to Christ’. Such outsiders show the kind of service to others that is supposed to be a hallmark of 
the followers of Jesus. What determines the ‘reward’ one will receive (at the judgment) is not whether one is 
inside or outside the community but whether one has performed the service expected of the community.  
 

Taken together, both elements of instruction on the part of Jesus show a remarkable openness to the 
possibility of goodness and effective ministry outside the community of disciples strictly so defined. They 
invite the disciples to look away from their own sense of distinctiveness and privilege and to be prepared to 
find and rejoice in goodness wherever it exists. This is not to play down the importance of being associates of 
Jesus. It is simply to insist that what is supremely important about such belonging is preparedness for costly 
service rather than resting on privilege and power. 
 

So much for good found outside the community. The second part of the Gospel in a balancing way takes up 
the issue of evil that may exist inside the community. Any community consists of strong and weak, people 
whose faith is mature and people whose faith is still growing. ‘These little ones’ are either children or else 
simply the more vulnerable in the latter sense: those whose faith – and hence salvation – can be placed in 
jeopardy by bad example or exploitative behaviour on the part of the stronger members. Presupposed is a 
sense to which Paul gives memorable expression: ‘The life and death of each of us has its influence on 
others’ (Romans 14:7 [Jerusalem Bible translation]).  
 

The sense that wrongdoing is a community concern rather than simply a private matter accounts for the 
severity of the ‘remedies’ Jesus suggests. (Being tied to a large stone and thrown into the sea seems to refer 
to a particularly abhorrent Roman form of execution.) Later, Jesus seems to have in mind a surgical operation 
where a diseased limb is sacrificed in order to save the whole body. The advice is not, of course, to be taken 
literally. The image makes the point that one’s own salvation and that of other members of the community is 
of such supreme importance that one must be prepared to act vigorously against immediate self-interest or 
temptation in order to safeguard it. Needless to say, nonetheless, this second part of today ’s Gospel has 
acquired a striking new relevance in view of the sexual abuse crisis that has been uncovered in the Church.  
 

In the Second Reading (James 5:1-6) James’ prophetic declamation against the rich for exploitation of the 
poor reaches fever pitch. In many ways, it is simply an intensification of Jesus’ own teaching, as seen, for 
example, in the Beatitudes. 
 
© Brendan Byrne SJ 
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