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The 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year B 12 & 13 June 2021 

JOSEPH MOST PRUDENT 
 

What is prudence? In modern times, many people consider it to a vice or a flaw. If a 
person is cautious or circumspect in moral matters, they are quite often called a 
prude. Prudence, however, is a virtue - an extremely important virtue. 
St Thomas Aquinas taught that prudence is the “principal of all the virtues.” Its 
role to govern the other cardinal (preeminent) virtues: temperance, justice, and 
fortitude. Without prudence, a person will be either too lenient or too harsh. 
Prudence serves as a guide and a “charioteer,” helping the soul to avoid erroneous 
extremes. 
Without prudence, no leader can exercise temperance, justice, and fortitude. Saint 
Joseph, king of the Holy Family and our spiritual father, is (after Jesus) the most 
prudent of all people. In every situation in life, he is a model of prudence. He prayed 
and waited on the Lord to reveal the mysteries of his wife’s pregnancy to him. He 
educated the God-Man and, in every situation, allowed prudence to govern his 
actions. 

By God’s grace, St Joseph’s prudence was supernatural and heroic. Before the 
wisdom of the cross was revealed to the world, St. Joseph willingly and voluntarily 
embraced suffering for the good of others. Before the mystery of co-redemptive 
suffering was unveiled to souls, St. Joseph lived it out of love. 
St Joseph will help us exercise supernatural prudence. In every situation, he will 
teach you to allow prudence to be your charioteer, guiding you to always do what is 
right for the sake of love of God and neighbour, no matter how much you have to 
suffer for it.  

("Consecration to St. Joseph" 
by Fr Donald H. Calloway MIC, page 47-48) 

 

Church and Parish Office Reopening -  
You Must Register for Weekend Masses! 

 

While some lockdown restrictions have now been lifted we are still currently only 
allowed to have a maximum of 50 people at each mass. Regular masses will 
be held this weekend however you MUST register to attend. Please register to 
attend a weekend mass by 1pm Saturday. You can register by:  
 

− Email:    stschpar@bigpond.net.au 
− Phoning Dominique:  0419 518 855 (Thursday, Friday or Saturday) 
 

The Parish Office will reopen onsite on Tuesday 15th June. 
 

Masses will resume in church on Friday 11th June and mass times are: 
 

− Friday 11 June   - 9am Mass 
− Saturday 12 June  - 9am Mass followed by Confession and Adoration 

− Saturday 12 June  - 5.30pm Mass - You must register to attend 
− Sunday 13 June   - 9am Mass  - You must register to attend 
− Sunday 13 June   - 11am Mass - You must register to attend 
− Sunday 13 June   - 5.30pm Mass - You must register to attend 
 

All rules and regulations regarding hand sanitising, social distancing and 
registering to attend must be observed when coming to mass. A face mask 
must be worn at all times. If you have any symptoms of COVID-19, you must 
NOT attend mass. It is crucial that all these rules are followed for everyone’s 
safety.  



 WEEKLY CALENDAR 2021  
 

 
Monday 14 June - Queen’s B’day Public Holiday  
No Service 
07.30pm Vinnies Meeting - GA 
 

Tuesday 15 June  
09.00am Mass followed Adoration/Rosary 
07.00pm Praise and Worship/Prayer Group - GA 
 

Wednesday 16 June 
10.00am Novena   
10.20am Rosary and Benediction 
11.00am Mass 
01.00pm Legion of Mary 
 

Thursday 17 June  
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary  
 

Friday 18 June  
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary 
11.00am Funeral Mass for Alan O’Mara  
 
 

Saturday 19 June 
09.00am Mass followed by Confession/Adoration 
05.30pm Mass 
 

Sunday 20 June - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
09.00am Mass 
11.00am Mass 
05.30pm Mass 

Remembering Our Community  
Sick 
Ian Holmes, Michael Yau, Rachel Bransby,  
Doris Gauci, Doris Sinclaire, Fred Hillas, Joe Panetta,  
Fran Panetta, Natalie Balding, Rosemary Anderiesz,  
Maria Fonseca, Cheryl Coady, Margaret Purcell,  
Marian McQuinn and Stephen McQuinn  
 

Anniversaries 
 

Louise Wates, Joe Fernandez 
 

Recently Deceased 
Fr Larry Nemer 

Mass at Home: 

− St Patrick's Cathedral on Saturdays (8am), Sundays (11am) 
and Monday-Friday (1pm) - https://www.youtube.com/user/
archmelb  

− St Benedict mass at Sunday (10am), Tuesday to Saturday 
(9am) - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKnBdffdcxV9-
Pi6rU9y7UQ/featured  

− The Sunday Mass is also broadcast on community channel C31 
(channel 44 on digital TV).  

 
Combined Catholic Car Raffle - Winners Announced  
Thank you to all our amazing parishioners who once again bought 
tickets in the Combined Catholic Car Raffle. The Raffle was 
drawn at St Simon’s Parish on Saturday 5th June. Unfortuanltey 
no one from our parish was lucky enough to win any prizes this 
year but don’t worry there is always next year! A complete list of 
prizes can be found at www.stsimonsparish.com.au. St 
Scholastica’s was able to raise over $2,500 for our parish from all 
our tickets sold. Thank you again for your continued support.   
 

A Message from the Divine Word Missionaries  
 

Dear friends,  
 

It is with our deepest sorrow that we inform you of the death of Fr 
Lawrence Nemer (Niemierowicz) SVD who passed away 
peacefully on the 9th of June at about 5am, at the Seventh Day 
Adventist Hospital, Sydney. Fr Larry never fully recovered from a 
fall in his bathroom a few weeks ago.  
 

His final days were filled with regular visitations from Fr Nick de 
Groot SVD, Vice Provincial, and Fr Raja Reddy SVD, Rector of 
Marsfield and other confreres. On Sunday the 6th of June, I went 
with Fr. Raja to see him in the evening. We talked to him and also 
managed for him to talk to his sister in Chicago. We brought him 
communion at that time and had the Anointing of the Sick 
administered. We told him of the many prayers offered for him 
from so many friends, colleagues and relatives locally and 
abroad. 
 

He died peacefully on the Memorial of Saints Marcellinus and 
Peter. May he rest in Peace in the arms of the Lord as we thank 
Larry for the many years of generous service as a Divine Word 
Missionary.  
 

A Requiem Mass will be held at the Arnold Janssen Chapel, 
Sydney at 10:00 am on Friday 18th June. The Requiem Mass live 
telecast will be available soon. 
 

Fr Rass SVD - Provincial 
 
 

Quote of the Week 
"Not all of us can do great things.  

But we can do small things with great love.”  
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

ROSTERS 

Day Mass 
Time 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
12/13 June 2021 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Saturday 5.30 pm Kevin Luxford 
———————— 
Lucy 

Charlie Mellican 
Noela Corby 
 

Sunday  9.00 am Sylvia Chua 
———————— 
Judy 

Betty McDonald 
Joy Guinane 

11.00 am Geetha Jayasuriya 
————————  
Henry 

April Lewis 
Tam Pham 

5.30 pm Marian Rishanda 
Bopagoda 
————————  
Sean 

Michael Chan 
Netty Solomon 
 

ROSTERS 

Day Mass 
Time 

3rd Sunday of the Month 
19/20 June 2021 

Readers/Musician Special Ministers 

Saturday 5.30 pm Stephanie Rozario   
———————— 
Pauline 

Franklin Rozario 
Thuan Tran 
 

Sunday  9.00 am April Lewis 
———————— 
Judy 
 

Daniel Leong 
Dominic Coniglio 

11.00 am Laurine Shane 
————————  
Dennis M 

Antonella Gucciardo 
Marie Serophim 

5.30 pm Hannah Rose 
Menzies 
————————  
Sean 

Michael Chan 
Marcia Nelson 

St Scholastica’s acknowledges that we gather, pray and live 
together on the land of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nations.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/archmelb
https://www.youtube.com/user/archmelb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKnBdffdcxV9-Pi6rU9y7UQ/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKnBdffdcxV9-Pi6rU9y7UQ/featured
http://www.stsimonsparish.com.au


Communion to the sick 
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who 
would like to receive a visit from Fr Thinh? Perhaps the 
sick/homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish 
community and would like to receive communion on a 
regular basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 
1006.  
 

Baptism at St Scholastica’s 
It is a requirement of the parish that a Baptism 
information night must be attended prior to having your 
child baptised. Contact the parish office on 9808 1006 to 
make a booking into one of the monthly sessions. Next 
session: Thursday 1st July  2021 at 7:30 pm in the 
Gathering Area. 
 

We need your help   
 

AV Ministry 
Could you operate the computer for Sunday mass? We 
need an operator for the 5.30pm mass once a month. 
Basic computer skills required and training provided. 
 

Seniors Lunch 
We are looking for extra volunteers to assist at our 
Seniors Lunches. They are held on the second Tuesday 
of each month. Specifically, we are requiring help in the 
kitchen with heating and organising food. If you can 
assist in this wonderful group please contact the Parish 
Office on 9808 1006. 
 

Morning Tea Volunteers 
Would you consider helping out on Sunday after the 9am 
Mass? We would like to offer morning tea to our  
parishioners after Mass. If we have enough volunteers 
you might only be rostered on for once a month. Please 
consider joining this amazing group of parishioners. If 
interested, contact the parish office on 9808 1006.  
 

Seniors Social Functions - All Welcome 
We would love to see you at our next Senior Social 
Function which we are now opening to all parishioners - 
not just the singles – male or female at either function. 
These lunches and dinners are a regular occurrence each 
month and are a perfect opportunity for you to enjoy the 
company of some fellow parishioners. The June outings 
will be held at Blackburn Hotel. The dates for June are: 
 

− Lunch - Wednesday 16th June - 12 noon 
− Dinner - Wednesday 30th June - 6.30pm 
 
 

All are welcome. If you require transport, please contact 
the parish office on 9808 1006. 
 

Thanksgiving envelopes 
Over the past few months due to the pandemic many of 
you, our parishioners, have opted to contribute online, 
directly into the church account. 
 

If you wish to continue doing so please contact Dominique 
or Amelia at the parish office so that we can organise a 
new thanksgiving number and stop the physical 
envelopes from being issued in future. 
 

If you would like the parish office to set up your direct 
debit please contact us or come and visit us. We would 
love to see you and assist in this matter. We thank you all 
for your ongoing support of our parish! 

St. Vincent de Paul Society: The Winter Appeal - 
Postponed to 26th/27th June 
Due to limited numbers allowed at mass 
this weekend the Winter Appeal for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society has been 
postponed to the 26th & 27th of June. 
This is a very worthy cause and we ask 
all our parishioners to please give what 
they can when this appeal is held in a few weeks. 
 
Working with Children Checks & Safeguarding Code 
of Conduct 
We would like to thank all the parishioners/Volunteers 
who have returned their signed Code of Conduct letter 
and a copy of their current WWCC. We appreciate your 
understanding and support in this matter. 
 

We urge you to please fill in/submit the forms at your 
earliest convenience if you haven’t done so already. If you 
do not have a printer access, that’s ok, please come into 
the parish office and we can print the documents for you 
and you can sign them here. If you need any assistance 
we are more than happy to help out - just drop into the 
parish office. Thank you. 
 
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne - Positions Vacant 
Applications are invited from suitably qualified and 
experienced people for the positions of: 
 

− Finance Officer, St Jude's Parish, Scoresby Secretary, 
Catholic parishes of Our Lady of the Rosary & Saint 
Mary Magdalen’s, Kyneton & Trentham 

− Director of Music, St Michael’s Parish, Bell Park 
− Parish Secretary, St Leonard’s Parish, Glen Waverley 
− Cook, Brigidine Community, Malvern 
− Discipleship Specialist – Young Adults and Campus 

Ministry, East Melbourne 
 

Further details can be found on the Archdiocese website 
at: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 

St Scholastica’s Parish is committed to creating a child safe culture that safeguards children and young people including 
the safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and young people, children and young people with a 

disability, and those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  

Gospel Reflection 
 

From today’s Gospel reading: 
"This is how it is with the kingdom of God; it is as if a 

man were to  
scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise night 

and day 
 and through it all the seed would sprout and grow." 

 
Reflection: 
In the parable the seed grows by itself. Jesus is 
reminding us of something we can forget in our daily 
efforts to do and accomplish good. God has not left us 
on our own, but it present, active and supportive in our 
efforts. Yes, we will work as hard as we can with all our 
heart, education and skills. And, we will also pray for 
trust in the God who guides and works with us daily.  
 
So we ask ourselves: 
− What difficult tasks preoccupy and worry us? 
− How do we experience God working alongside us in 

our struggles? 

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies




 



The 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year B - 12 & 13 June 2021 
 
Entrance Antiphon:  

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have 
called to you; be my help. Do not 
abandon or forsake me, O God, my 
Saviour! 
 

First Reading: Ez 17:22-24 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 
I have made the small tree great. 
 
The Lord says this: 
‘From the top of the cedar, 
from the highest branch I will take a 
shoot 
and plant it myself on a very high 
mountain. 
I will plant it on the high mountain of 
Israel. 
It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 
every winged creature rest in the 
shade of its branches. 
And every tree of the field will learn 
that I, the Lord, am the one 
who stunts tall trees and makes the 
low ones grow, 
who withers green trees and makes 
the withered green. 
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will 
do it.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Ps 91:2-3. 13-16. R. see v.2 

 

R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to 
you. 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
to make music to your name, O Most 
High, to proclaim your love in the 
morning  and your truth in the 
watches of the night. R. 
 
The just will flourish like the palm-
tree and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Planted in the house of the Lord  
they will flourish in the courts of our 
God, still bearing fruit when they are 
old, still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. In 
him, my rock, there is no wrong. R. 
 
 

Second Reading: 2 Cor 5:6-10 

A reading from the second letter of 
St Paul to the Corinthians 
 
Whether we are living in the body or 
exiled from it, we are intent on 
pleasing the Lord. 
 
We are always full of confidence 
when we remember that to live in the 
body means to be exiled from the 
Lord, going as we do by faith and not 
by sight – we are full of confidence, I 
say, and actually want to be exiled 
from the body and make our home 
with the Lord. Whether we are living 
in the body or exiled from it, we are 
intent on pleasing him. For all the 
truth about us will be brought out in 
the law court of Christ, and each of 
us will get what he deserves for the 
things he did in the body, good or 
bad. 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ 
is the sower; all who come to him will 
live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel: Mk 4:26-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark 
 
The mustard seed, the smallest of all 
the seeds, grows into the biggest 
shrub of all. 
 
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is 
what the kingdom of God is like. A 
man throws seed on the land. Night 
and day, while he sleeps, when he is 
awake, the seed is sprouting and 
growing; how, he does not know. Of 
its own accord the land produces 
first the shoot, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. And when the 
crop is ready, he loses no time; he 
starts to reap because the harvest 
has come.’ 
He also said, ‘What can we say the 
kingdom of God is like? What 
parable can we find for it? It is like a 
mustard seed which at the time of its 
sowing in the soil is the smallest of 
all the seeds on earth; yet once it is 
sown it grows into the biggest shrub 
of them all and puts out big branches 
so that the birds of the air can shelter 
in its shade.’ 
Using many parables like these, he 
spoke the word to them, so far as 
they were capable of understanding 
it. He would not speak to them 
except in parables, but he explained 
everything to his disciples when they 
were alone. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Ps 26:4 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
only this do I seek: to live in the 
house of the Lord all the days of 
my life. 

The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B - 19 & 20 June 2021 
First Reading: Job 38:1. 8-11  

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

Gospel: Mark 4:35-41  



Scripture Commentary for The 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 

 
The Gospel for today, Mark 4:26-34, features two of Jesus’ parables, followed by a comment from the 
evangelist concerning Jesus’ practice of speaking in parables. As is generally the case in regard to the 
parables, the two featured here concern what the ‘Kingdom of God’ is ‘like’. (‘Reign’ would be a better 
translation of the Greek basileia than ‘Kingdom’ since what is in view is not a political entity but rather a 
regime or ethos that determines how things are run.) 
 

While central to Jesus’ preaching (see Mark 1:14-15), the Kingdom is an elusive concept, aspects of which 
he sought to communicate through symbol and image rather than systematic definition. 
 

The Kingdom is in fact best approached through its negative counterpart, the rule of Satan that it is 
displacing. The presupposition is that the world, including Israel, has fallen into a state of alienation from God. 
This lapse has meant human subjection to demonic rule, resulting in all kinds of evil, violence and 
dehumanisation. In the centuries leading up to the time of Jesus, faithful Jews interpreted key prophecies, 
especially those contained in Isaiah 40-66, as pointing to a coming intervention of God that would break the 
grip of the demonic in human affairs and replace it with the liberating reign of God. This intervention, often 
seen as involving an ideal ruler of David’s line (‘the Messiah’), would free God’s people, Israel, from foreign 
domination, and establish a messianic era of righteousness, prosperity and peace. 
 

This was the conventional hope for the Kingdom that the disciples of Jesus and the crowds to whom he 
preached would have shared. For Jesus, however, the essence of the Kingdom was not the gaining of 
political freedom or prosperity – at least not in first instance. The essence of the Kingdom was renewed 
relationship with God, involving an unconditional offer of forgiveness and familial intimacy with God (‘Our 
Father’). Although the outward aspects of the Kingdom remained something for the future, these essential 
features were presently available through repentance and faith. Hence the core ‘good news’ proclaimed by 
Jesus: ‘The Rule of God is at hand; repent and believe the good news’ (Mark 1:15). 
 

Most of Jesus’ parables, including the two featured in today’s Gospel, address these differences between the 
Kingdom as proclaimed by Jesus and the wider expectation of the crowds. 
 

In the parable of the Seed Growing Secretly, once the landowner has sown the seed he simply lets it be. He 
goes about his life, confident that the soil will work a growth process without any intervention on his part. Only 
when he sees the grain is ripe, does he move to put in the sickle for harvest. Likewise, Jesus has sown the 
‘seed’ of the Kingdom in his preaching. Then follows a long period when nothing seems to be happening, at 
least nothing visible or dramatic. But all the while growth is taking place and a time for the harvest will arrive.  
The parable prompts its hearers to think of God in terms of the man who sowed the seed and then sat back, 
allowing the growth process to run its unseen course. At the present time the Kingdom is taking hold and 
quietly growing in the ‘soil’ of receptive human hearts. God allows that to happen, delaying the ‘harvest’ until 
the ‘fruit’ is ripe. The absence of visible and dramatic signs does not mean that the Kingdom is not already at 
work; it is at work, producing ‘fruit’ that will be ‘harvested’ in God’s good time. 
 

The small parable of the Mustard Seed addresses the present insignificance of the Kingdom from a fresh 
aspect. Here the point lies in the contrast between tiny beginnings and the vast scale of what will result in the 
end. While derived from tiny seeds, mustard bushes grow vigorously and can take over vegetable gardens. 
The final detail about birds finding shade in the branches contains more than a hint that the Kingdom as 
finally constituted will contain the vagabonds of society and, in due course, members of the nations of the 
world. The First Reading, Ezekiel 17:22-24, prepares the way for this detail. So, again, this parable gives 
assurance and hope to those who may be presently dismayed by what appears to be the unimpressive 
beginnings of the Kingdom.  
 

Thus, each in their own way, both parables serve to counter discouragement – an effect no less necessary 
for believers today than in the time of Jesus. 
 

In the Second Reading, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, Paul’s desire to be ‘with the Lord’ leads him to view present 
apostolic existence as an ‘exile’. The present task, however, is to live so as to be found worthy of that longed-
for destiny. (The translation ‘law court of Christ’ seems to envisage Paul’s statement of eschatological 
accountability rather too concretely in a forensic direction.) 
 

© Brendan Byrne SJ 
 

Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at Jesuit Theological 
College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion College, Kew (1979-84) and a 
delegate to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute, Rome, in 1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa. He was a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission 
(Rome) (1990-96) and President of the Melbourne College of Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy 
of the Humanities in 1999. Brendan Byrne is the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives 
workshops on scripture to clergy and parish communities. 


