Second Sunday of Advent - Year B
5th & 6th December 2020

Parish Priest:
Fr Thanh Tran
Presbytery: 9808 0650
Thanh.Tran@cam.org.au

Parish Secretary
Dominique Hockey
Amelia Younane

Important items to take note of are:
−

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday 9am—1pm

Baptisms & Weddings
Please contact the Parish Office.

St Scholastica’s Primary
School
Principal: Jenny Rohan
9808 7279

−
−
−

principal@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au

St Scholastica’s Kindergarten
9808 9724
Director: Catherine Findlay
st.scholasticas.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Administrator:
Katherine Presley
stscholskinderadmin@bigpond.com

Child Safety Team
Fr Thanh Tran, Jenny Rohan,
Katherine Presley,
Kathy Menzies, Dennis Murphy,
Ferdinand La’Forgue
03 9808 1006
stschpar@bigpond.net.au

Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd
03 9808 1006
stschpar@bigpond.net.au

St Schols Community Centre
03 9808 1006
info@stscholscc.org.au
www.stscholscc.org.au

348 Burwood Highway,
Bennettswood VIC 3125
ABN 95 499 516 268
Phone: 9808 1006
Fax: 9888 7573
Email: stschpar@bigpond.net.au
Website:
www.stscholasticaparish.com.au

−
−

Weekend Mass times are:
•
Saturday Night - 5.30pm
•
Sunday Morning - 9am
•
Sunday Morning - 11am
•
Sunday Evening - Vietnamese Mass - 5.30pm
Due to the size of our church, approximately 100 people are allowed to
attend each mass
No Registration is required - it will be a first come/first served basis
If you are attending mass we recommend you arrive at least 10 minutes
early to give everyone enough time to sign in and be appropriately socially
distanced
All masses will be held inside the church
Masses will no longer be live streamed via Zoom

The church is also now open for private prayer from Tuesday to Saturday
9am – 3pm. All COVID safe guidelines must be adhered to and if you are in the
church for longer than 15 minutes it is essential that you register your details in
the book provided at the front of the church.
When attending Mass you must adhere to the following guidelines:
−
Entry is only through the Narthex and you must sign in and hand sanitise
before entering the church.
−
Due to social distancing restrictions, ‘Green Dots’ have been placed on
pews where you are able to sit. You are only allowed to sit where there is a
Green Dot.
−
At this time we are unable to take up collections however there are two
baskets located on each side of the sanctuary and we welcome you to
make your offering at anytime during or after mass.
−
Please only exit the church through the side doors where it is marked ‘Exit
Only’
−
There is to be no Congregational Singing. Only the Cantor and the
members of the choir can sing through the mass. All singers must still wear
their masks while singing.
A face mask must be worn over your nose and your mouth. If you have any
symptoms of COVID-19, you must NOT attend mass. It is crucial that all
these rules are followed for everyone’s safety.
You are now able to Sign In using the QR Code available on the doors of
the church! All you need to do is hold the camera of your phone up to the
QR Code and it will be scanned. You then open the website it prompts and
complete your details. If you do not have a smart phone, you can still sign
in using the books at the entrance to the church.

WEEKLY CALENDAR 2020
Monday 7 December
No Service
Tuesday 8 December
09.00am Mass followed by Exposition

Anniversaries
Melinda Maliakal, Tony Borg, Dominic Tran Van Chau, Maria
Tran Van Chau, Grech Family

Wednesday 9 December
10.00am Exposition
10.30am Rosary
11.00am Mass

Recently Deceased
Dolores Bubeck, Kathleen Mytton

Thursday 10 December
09.00am Mass
Friday 11 December
09.00am Mass
Saturday 12 December
09.00am Mass followed by Rosary/Confession
05.30pm Mass
Sunday 13 December
09.00am Mass
11.00am Mass
05.30pm Vietnamese Mass

Parish Office Open
The Parish Office is now open
The Parish Office hours until the end of
the year will be
Tuesday to Friday - 9am to 1pm.

ROSTERS
Day

Mass
Time

1st Sunday of the Month
5/6 December 2020
Readers/Musician

Special Ministers

Saturday

5.30 pm

Paul Borg
---------Sean

Mary Ann Borg
Christine Wates
Thuan Tran

Sunday

9.00 am

Juancho Natividad
---------Judy, Dennis

Rosa Coniglio
Juancho Natividad
Sangeetha Thomas

11.00 am

April Lewis
---------Henry

April Lewis
Anna Marie Ziino
Marie Serophim

ROSTERS
Day

Mass
Time

Remembering Our Community
Sick
Ian Holmes, Annie Paino, Michael Yau, Rachel Bransby,
Doris Gauci, Doris Sinclaire, Peter Lim, Dinitra Presta,
Harriet Pergande, Annie Crawley, Bud Kirchens, Julie
Miserda, Debbie Hansen, Fred Hillas, Fran Panetta

2nd Sunday of the Month
12/13 December 2020
Readers/Musician

Special Ministers

Saturday

5.30 pm

Diane Smith
---------Sean

Charlie Mellican
Noela Corby
Laurine Shane

Sunday

9.00 am

Laurine Shane
---------Judy, Dennis

Betty McDonald
Joy Guinane
Anna Gaetano

11.00 am Geetha Jayasuriya
---------Henry

Jill Bartley
Marie Serophim
Anna Marie Ziino

Guideline for attending Communion during mass
Due to COVID-19 restrictions please be aware that the
following guidelines must be adhered to:
− Communion is to be distributed in the hand only (and not
directly on the tongue), as a precautionary step to protect
against COVID-19.
− Catholics who do not feel able to receive the Sacrament in
this way due to personal devotion or piety are to be
respectfully encouraged to make a spiritual communion.
Please be aware that when you are going to receive
communion, these regulations below must be followed:
k
− Required distancing between communicants is maintained
in the queue. Please follow the markers on the ground
− Wearing a mask over your nose and mouth the entire time
you are in the queue and with the priest
− Sanitise your hands at a new dispensing station in the
middle aisle before approaching the priest for communion
− Engage in the dialogue (Body of Christ, Amen) and receive
the host in your hand, while wearing your mask
− Move several metres to the side, and away from the priest
− Remove one side of your mask to place the Host in your
mouth with the other hand
− Once your mask is back in place, covering your nose and
mouth, return to your seat
New Parish Office
The Parish Office has
undergone a renovation in the
last few months. Please see
some images below of the new
Parish Office and we look
forward to welcoming more
people into this space, once it
is safe to do so.

Communion to the sick
Do you know anyone who is sick or housebound, who would
like to receive a visit from Father Tran? Perhaps the sick/
homebound person is feeling isolated from the parish
community and would like to receive communion on a
regular basis. Please phone the parish office on 9808 1006.
Volunteers Required
The process of reopening the Church for masses, means
that we will need to meet the
requirements of Health Authorities to
ensure the health and safety of all
parishioners and visitors.
We are therefore needing volunteers to
help with various items that need to
happen after each mass including,
wiping down and sanitizing chairs and wiping down high
touch areas.
If you are able to assist us in helping with these items,
please email the parish office or please after masses that
you attend if you can give us a bit of your time, it would be
greatly appreciated.
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Christmas Appeal
The Christmas Appeal of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society is not being conducted in the
usual manner this year due to the Covid-19
pandemic. However, donations are still
required to help people struggling to put
food on the table. Many of the people
affected have never called on the Society
for help before. Some seeking help, such as
overseas students, have lost their jobs and receive no
government help and have to rely on charity to eat.
Donations can be made in a number of ways:
1. By credit card by calling: 13 18 12 (Please allocate your
donation to the Bennettswood Conference when calling)
Receipts will be issued.
2. By making an online donation to: vinnies.org.au (Please
put Bennettswood Conference in the “comments” field)
Receipts will be automatically emailed to donors.
3. Cheques or cash may be given to the Parish
Office. (Check current opening times). Receipts will be
issued on request.

Farewelling Fr Thanh
As you are aware, Fr Thanh will be leaving St Scholastica’s
as our Parish Priest at the end of the year. We will be putting
together a gift and if you would like to contribute, you can
either drop your donation into the Parish Office during
opening hours or put it in an envelope with ’Father Tran’s
Gift’ written on the front and left in a collection basket at
mass. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to
contact the Parish Office.
Vacant roles listed on Catholic Archdiocese of
Melbourne website.
Applications are invited from suitably qualified and
experienced people for the positions of:
− School Administration Officer (Finance responsibilities), St
Gregory The Great Primary School, Doncaster
− Sacramental Coordinator, St Thomas More Parish, Mount
Eliza
− Parish Secretary, St Patrick’s Parish, Kilmore
− Bookkeeper, St Francis of Assisi Parish, Mill Park
− Parish Secretary, The Catholic Parish of Castlemaine
− Animation Consultant: Clergy, Parish and Community
Engagement, East Melbourne
− Parish Coordinator, St Jude’s Parish, Scoresby
Further details of the above positions can be found on the
Archdiocese website at: https://melbournecatholic.org/jobvacancies
Should you have any further questions please do not
hesitate to contact Human Resources at
hradmin@cam.org.au
Piano for Sale
Japanese Yamaha upright piano complete with stool in
excellent condition. Selling price $2500 or nearest offer.
Contact number 0402824111 or 0426380282.
Weekly Updates and Thanksgiving
Please be aware that we are still sending
weekly updates via email with all the relevant
information as we are aware that some
people might not yet be comfortable to come
back to attending mass.
If you have Thanksgiving envelopes please
feel free to drop these into the Parish Office.
You can also always make a contribution via
direct deposit or via credit card.
The parish account details can be found below.

Daily Mass Books & Columban Calendars
Set up a direct debit or monthly credit card giving by
A limited supply of Daily Mass Books and Columban contacting the parish office or set up your direct deposit
Calendars is available for sale. It is unlikely that the Piety yourself using the following details:
Stall will be open for the remainder of this year so to − Account Name:
St Scholastica’s Parish
purchase a copy please phone Gil Muir on 0420 379 270 to − BSB:
083 347
make arrangements for delivery. The prices are: Mass − Account Number:
68681 8033
Books $23.00 and Calendars $9.00. Please note that − Reference
Please use as reference:
Christmas cards are not available from the Piety Stall this
Envelope number
year
Use of Hall
Due to COVID restrictions the Hall and its adjoining rooms
Recommencing of Church Ministries
will not be able to be used for the remainder of the year and
If you are involved in a church ministry, such as readers,
possibly into early next year. We will keep parishioners
eucharistic ministers, music, av operators, sacristans or
updated as restrictions change.
altar care to name a few, our coordinators for each ministry
will be getting in contact with you shortly to ensure our
rosters are up to date. If you would like to become a part of
one of our ministries, we are always looking for new
volunteers. Please contact the Parish Office for further
information.

Second Sunday of Advent
Year B
5 & 6 December 2020

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Is 30:19,30
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his
voice heard in the joy of your heart.
First Reading: Is 40:1-5. 9-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Prepare the way for the Lord.
‘Console my people, console them’
says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her that her time of service is
ended, that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of
the Lord double punishment for all her
crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain, and the
ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed and all mankind shall
see it; for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.’
Go up on a high mountain, joyful
messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice, joyful
messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear, say to the towns of
Judah, ‘Here is your God.’
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother
ewes.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Second Reading: 2 Pt 3:8-14
A reading from the second letter of St
Peter
We wait for new heavens and a new
earth.
There is one thing, my friends, that you
must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a
day’ can mean a thousand years, and a
thousand years is like a day. The Lord is
not being slow to carry out his promises,
as anybody else might be called slow;
but he is being patient with you all,
wanting nobody to be lost and everybody
to be brought to change his ways. The
Day of the Lord will come like a thief,
and then with a roar the sky will vanish,
the elements will catch fire and fall apart,
the earth and all that it contains will be
burnt up.

All Judaea and all the people of
Jerusalem made their way to him, and
as they were baptised by him in the river
Jordan they confessed their sins. John
wore a garment of camel-skin, and he
lived on locusts and wild honey. In the
course of his preaching he said,
‘Someone is following me, someone who
is more powerful than I am, and I am not
fit to kneel down and undo the strap of
his sandals. I have baptised you with
water, but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Communion Antiphon: Bar 5:5; 4:36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the
heights, and behold the joy which comes
to you from God.

Since everything is coming to an end like
this, you should be living holy and saintly
lives while you wait and long for the Day
of God to come, when the sky will
dissolve in flames and the elements melt
in the heat. What we are waiting for is
what he promised: the new heavens and
new earth, the place where
righteousness will be at home. So then,
my friends, while you are waiting, do
your best to live lives without spot or
stain so that he will find you at peace.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Lk 3:4. 6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Mk 1:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 according to Mark
(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and Make straight the paths of the Lord.
The beginning of the Good News about
grant us your salvation.
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to in the book of the prophet Isaiah:
say, a voice that speaks of peace,
Look, I am going to send my messenger
peace for his people.
before you; he will prepare your way.
His help is near for those who fear him
A voice cries in the wilderness:
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)
Prepare a way for the Lord,
2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
make his paths straight, and so it was
justice and peace have embraced.
that John the Baptist appeared in the
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
and justice look down from heaven. (R.) repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

Readings The 3rd Sunday of
Advent - 13th December 2020
First Reading: Is 61:1-2. 10-11
Second Reading: 1 Thes 5:16-24
Gospel: Jn 1:6-8. 19-28

Second Sunday of Advent - Year B
Sunday 6 December 2020
The scripture readings for this Second Sunday of Advent (as also those of next week too) focus upon John
the Baptist and his summons to repentance in view of the coming of the Lord. John, of course, is mentioned
only in the Gospel but the Lectionary provides the context for his preaching by choosing as First Reading the
passage from Isaiah (40:1-5, 9-11) which the Gospel writers employ in order to indicate his role in the history
of salvation. John is the ‘voice that cries in the wilderness, “Prepare a way for the Lord”.’
The First Reading comes from the beginning of the section of the Book of Isaiah (chapters 40-55) attributed
to the great prophet of Israel’s return from Exile in Babylon. This ‘Second Isaiah’ sees the return from Exile as
a ‘New Exodus’. The prophet’s role is to ‘tell the good news’ of Israel’s coming liberation and to describe the
wonders that will attend the return of the captives across the desert to their own land. Because they are
God’s liberated people and because God will be at their head, leading them home like a shepherd, nature will
transform itself to ease their path. A ‘way’ is being prepared, not just for Israel, but for God, whose ‘glory’ will
be made manifest to all humankind. (The detail about ‘Jerusalem’ [= the people] having received ‘double
punishment for all her sins’ simply underlines the sense of completion [‘more than enough!’]; the sufferings of
the people are interpreted, in conventional mode, as punishment, but this aspect is not the main point.)
The Gospel, Mark 1:1-8, takes us to the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, which, omitting any account of Jesus’
earlier life, begins the story of Jesus simply with the ministry of John the Baptist. For Mark – and for the early
Christian tradition generally – the appearance and proclamation of John follows the ‘script’ indicated by the
passage of Isaiah quoted as the First Reading. There is a slight difference in that, whereas (Second) Isaiah
had a voice crying, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord’, in Mark (as already in the Greek translation
of Isaiah [LXX]) ‘the voice’ (John) cries out in the wilderness: that is, the wilderness is the location, rather than
the object, of the cry. Nonetheless, John’s appearance and his voice indicate the fulfilment of what Isaiah had
foretold: the ‘good news’ (‘gospel’) of the coming of the Lord, for whom ‘a way’ has to be prepared.
‘The Lord’ is, of course, Jesus himself, Messiah and Son of God (1:1) and the ‘way’ that has to be prepared
for him is no longer a path through the desert but a way constructed in human hearts. The ‘way’ is the
conversion from sin called for in John’s message, enacted in the water baptism that he celebrates for the
crowds. John’s appearance – his clothing and his diet – portray him in the guise of Elijah, the great prophet
traditionally expected, on the basis of Mal 3:1; 4:5-6, to return to earth to preach repentance before the
coming of the Lord.
But, beyond the summons to repentance, John has a christological confession to make. He points to the One
who is to follow him as One of far greater rank. In Jewish rabbinic tradition students carried the sandals of
their teachers as a mark of respect but John is not worthy even to untie the sandals of the One who is to
come. Unlike John, who baptises with water, this coming stronger One will ‘baptise’ with the Holy Spirit. He
will bind up the ‘strong man’ (Satan; see 3:22-27), who currently holds human beings captive alienating them
from God and from their own true humanity. Empowered by the Spirit (1:10-11), Jesus will reclaim human
lives from all the captivities (sin, ignorance, disease, etc) that hold them bound and draw them into his own
life-giving intimacy with God. This is the meaning of ‘baptising with the Spirit’.
Thus the ‘good tidings’ of ‘home-coming’ (from Exile) that (Second) Isaiah proclaimed with respect to Israel
has become the ‘Gospel’ of humanity’s return to its true home within the ‘family’ of God. Each Advent invites
us to revisit a longing for that ‘home-coming’ existing in the depths of our souls.
The Second Reading, from 2 Peter 3:8-14, features typical Jewish apocalyptic imagery of the ‘Day of the
Lord’. It provides a symbolic portrayal of the Christian sense that Christ’s personal victory over sin and death
will take time to be fully worked in the world as a whole. Believers must not lose heart, nor allow themselves
to be simply absorbed in the present shape of the world, which is destined to give way to ‘a new heaven and
a new earth’. There they and their faithful pattern of life (‘righteousness’) will truly be ‘at home’.
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Since returning from graduate studies in Oxford in 1977, Brendan Byrne has been Professor of New Testament at
Jesuit Theological College in Melbourne, Australia, of which he was Principal (1992-97). He was Rector of Campion
College, Kew (1979-84) and a delegate to the 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus in 1983. He was a
visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome, in 1993 and has also taught in East Asia and East Africa.
He was a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission (Rome) (1990-96) and President of the Melbourne College of
Divinity (2000-01). He was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1999. Brendan Byrne is
the author of nine books, edits the theological journal Pacifica and regularly gives workshops on scripture to clergy
and parish communities.
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Closure of St Scholastica's Kindergarten

•
•
•
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